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PREDESTINATION 


CALMLY CONSIDERED. 


I. I AM inclined to believe, that many of thoſe 
who enjoy the Faith which worketh by 
Love, may remember ſome time, when the Power 
of the Higheſt wrought upon them in an eminent 
Manner ; when the Voice of the Lord laid the 
Mountains low, brake all the Rocks in Pieces, 
and mightily ſhed abroad his Love in their Hearts, 
by the Holy Ghoſt given unto them. And at 
that time it is certain, "they had no Power to re- 
5 * the Grace of Gop. They were then no 
more able to ſtop the Courſe of that Torrent which 
carried all before it, than to ſtem the Waves of 
the Sea with their Hand, or to ſtay the Sun in 
the midſt of Heaven. 
II. And the Children of Gop may continually 
obſerve, how his Love leads them on from Faith 
1 to Faith: With what Tenderneſs he watches 
[I'S er their Souls ; with what Care he brings them 


3 if they go aſtray, and then upholds their go- 
"i ing in his Path, that their Footſteps may nct 
I fide. They cannot but obſerve, how unwilling 
he is, to Jet them go from ſerving him: And 
how, notwithſlanding the Stubbornneſs of their 
Wills, and the Wildneſs of their Paſſions, he 
goes on in his Work, conquering and to conquer, 
till he hath put all his Enemies under his Feet. 

III. The farther this Work is carried on in 
heir Hearts, the more earneſtly do they cry out, 
1 A 2 Not 


41 


9585 Nor unto us, O Lord, but unto thy Nume give the 
Praiſe, for thy Mercy and for thy Truth's Sake, 
The more deeply are they convinced, that by 
Grace we are faved ; not of Works, le ft any Man 
ſhould boaſt : That we are not pardoned and ac- 
cepted with Go, for the Sake of any Thing we 
have done, but wholly and ſolely for the Sake of | 
—_ of what he hath done and ſuffered for 
The more aſſuredly likewiſe do they know, | 
that the Condition of this. Acceptance is Faith 
alone: Before which Gift of Gop no good Work 4 
can be done, none which hath not in it the Na- 
ture of Sin. 
IV. How eaſily then may a Believer infer, ® 
from what he has experienced in his own Soul, 
that the true Grace of Gop always works ir- 
reſiſtibly in every Believer ? That Gop will finiſn 
w:erever he has begun this Work, fo that it is 
unpilſile for any Believer to fall from Grace? 
Axe laſtly, that the Reaſon why Gop gives this, 
to tome only, and not to others, is becauſe, of 
| his own. Will, without any previous Regard either 
to their Faith or Works, he hath abſolutely, un- 
canditionally predeſtinated them to Life, before the 1 
Foundation of the World. i 
V. Agreeably hereto, in the Proteſtant Conſeſ. % 
fion of Faith, drawn up at Paris, in the Lets 
15 50, we have theſe Words: (Article 12.) 1 
« We believe, that out of the general Corrup- 
tion and Condemnation, in which all Men are 
4“ plunged, Gop draws thoſe whom in his eter? 
66 nal and unalterable Counſel, he has, elected b 
« his own Goodneſs and Mercy, thro' our Lord 
« Jxsvs CuR1sT, without confidering theif 
„Works, leaving the others in the ſame Cory 
© ruption and Condemnation.” — 
VI. To the fame Effect ſpeak the Dutch D. 
vines 


— 
— 


a — einm * — 


c 5 7 he 
vines aſſembled at Dort, in the Year 1618. Their 


Words are: (Art. 6. et ſeg.) 


&« Whereas in Proceſs of Time, Gop beſtow- 
« ed Faith on ſome, and not on others, this pro- 
ce ceeds from his eternal Decree—According to 
« which, he ſoftens the Hearts of the Ele&, and 
4c leaveth them that are not Elect in their Wick- 


„ edneſs and Hardneſs. 


And herein is diſcovered the Difference put 


e between Men equally loſt, that is to ſay, the 


« Decree of Election and Reprobation. 
« Election is, the unchangable Decree of Gop, 
« by which, before the Foundation of the World, 


© he hath choſen in CHrisT unto Salvation, a 


cc ſet Number of Men. This Election is one and 
cc the ſame of all which are to be ſaved, 
& Not all Men are elected, but ſome not- elect- 


7 « ed; whom God in his unchangable good Plea- 
„“ ſure hath decreed, to leave in the common Mi- 


e ſery, and not to beſtow ſaving Faith upon them; 
but leaving them in their own Ways, at laſt 


to condemn and punith them everlaſtingly, for 


e their Unbelief, and alfo for their other Sins. 


„ And this is the Decree of Reprobation.“ 2 


VII. Likewiſe in the Confeſſion of Faith, ſet 


forth by the Aſſembly of Exgliſb and Scotch Di- 
vines, in the Year 1646, are theſe Words. 
| 1 (Chap. iii.) 


„ Gop from all Eternity did unchangably 
& ordain whatſoever comes to pals. 

By the Decree of God, for the Manifeſtation 
of his Glory, ſome Men and Angels are pre- 
&« deſtinated unto everlaſting Life, and others 
„ fore-ordained to everlaſting Death. 

„ "Theſe Angels and Men, thus predeſtinated 
4 and fore-ordained, are particularly and un- 
* changably deſigned, and their Number fo cer- 

A 3 tain 


£6] 
cc tain and definite, that it cannot be either in- 
ec creaſed or diminiſhed. 
ce 'Thoſe of Mankind that are aredeliinated un- 
« to Life, Gop before the Foundation of the 
&« World—hath choſen in Car1sT unto everlaſt- 
cc ing Glory—without any foreſight of Faith or 
« good Wor g 

& The reſt of Mankind Gop was pleaſed— |} 
cc for the Glory of his ſovereign Power over his 
« Creatures, to paſs by, and to. ordain them to 
„ Diſhonour and Wrath.” 

No leſs expreſs are Mr. Caluin's Words, in his 
 Chriftian Inflitutions. (Chap. xxi.. Sect. 1.) 

« All Men are not created for the ſame End.; 
te butſome are fore-ordained to eternal Life, othets 
tc to eternal Damnation. So. according as every 
« Man was created for the one End or the other, 
c we ſay, he was electad, i. e. predeſtinated to 
Life, or reprobated, i. e. predeſtinated to Dam- 
« nation.” * 

VIII. Indeed there are ſome who aſſert the 
Decree of Election, and not the Decree of Repro- 
dation. They aſſert, that Gob hath by a poſitive, 
unconditional Decree, choſen ſome to Life and 
Salvation; but not that he hath by any ſuch De- 
cree, devoted the reſt of Mankind to Deſtruction. * 
Theſe are they to whom I would addreſs myſelf 
firſt. And let me beſcech you, Brethren, by the 
Mercies of Gop, to lift up your Hearts to him, 
and to beg of him to free you from all Prepoſſaſ- 1 
ſion, from the Prejudices even of your tender 
Vears, and from whatſoever might hinder the 
Light of Gop from ſhining in upon your Souls. 
Let us calmly and' fairly weigh theſe Things, in 
the Ballance of the Sanctuary. And let all be 
done in Love and Meekneſs of Wiſdom, as be- 
comes thoſe who are Sghting under one Captain, 


and 


you are conſiſtent with yourſelves: 


171 


and who humbly hope, they are Joint-heirs hre“ 
him of the Glory which ſhall be revealed. 


I am verily perſuaded, that in the Uprightneſs 
of your Hearts, you defend the Decree of uncon- 
ditional Election: Even in the ſame Uprightneſs 
wherein you reject and abhor that of unconditional 
Reprobation. But conſider, I intreat you, whether 

Conkdar, 
whether this Election can be ſeparate from Repro- 
bation ; whether one of them does not imply the 
other, ſo that in holding one, you muſt hold both. 

IX. That this was the Judgment of thoſe who 
had the moſt deeply conſidered the Nature of theſe 
Decrees, of the Aſſembly of Engliſb and Scotch 
*Divines, of the Reformed Churches both in France 
and the Low Countries, and of Mr. Calvin himſelf, 
appears from their own Words, beyond all Poſſi- 
bility of Contradiction. © Out of the general 
« Corruption (faith the French Church) he draws 
« thoſe whom he hath elected; leaving the others 
in the ſame Corruption, according to his im- 
„ moveable Decree.” * By the Decree of Gop 
(ſays the —— of Engliſh and Scotch Divines) 
<« ſome are predeſtinated unto everlaſting Life, 
others fore-ordained to everlaſting Death.” 
« Gop hath once for all (faith Mr. Calvin) ap- 
6e pointed, by an eternal and unchangable De- 
ce cree, to whom he would give Salvation, and 


„ whom he would devote to Deſtruction.” (Inſtit. 


Cap. iii. Sec. 7.) Nay it is obſervable, Mr. Cal- 
vin ſpeaks with utter Contempt and Diſdain of all, 
who endeavour to ſeparate one from- the other, 
who aſſert Election without Reprobation. © Many 
<«. (ſays he) as it were to excuſe Gor, own Elec- 
„tion, and deny Reprobation. But this is quite 
e filly and childiſh, For Election cannot ſtand 
& without Reprobation. Whom Gop paſſes by, 


« thoſe 
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[8] 
2 thoſe he reprobates. It is one and the ſame 
bing. 7, Pit 2; 0-23; RE oO? 
x. Perhaps upon deeper Conſideration, you 
will find yourſelf of the ſame Judgment. It may 
be, you alſo hold Reprobation, tho? you knew it 
| not. Do not you believe, that Gop who made 
| one Veſſel unto Honour, hath made another unto | 
| eternal Difonovr ? Do not you believe, that the 
| Men who turn the Grace of our Gop intoLaſciviouſ= | 
| neſs,were befe before ordainedof Gon unto this Condemna- 
0 tion? Do not you think, that for this ſame Pur- 
4 poſe Gop raiſe 4 Pharoah up, 2 he might ſhew © 
A his ſovereign Power in his Deſtruction ? And that 
; Jacob have J loved, but Eſau have J hated, refers 
to their eternal State ? Why then, you hold abſo- | 
lute Reprobation ; and you think Eſau and Pha- 
roah were Inſtances of it: As well as all thoſe 
Veſſels made unto Diſhonour, thoſe Men before or- 
damned unto Condemnation ? 4 
- XI. To ſet this Matter in a ſtill clearer Light, 
you need only anſwer one Queſtion. Is any Man 
ſaved who is not elected? Is it poſſible, that ap 
not elected, ſhould be ſaved? If you ſay, no, you 
put an End to the Doubt. Vou eſpouſe Election 
and Reprobation together. You confirm Mr. Cal- 
vin's Words, that without Reprobation, goons 
tion itſelf cannot ſtand.” You allow (tho' 
was not ſenſible of it before) that whom Gov 
. elects not, them he reprobates.“ 
Try whether it be poſlible, in a particular Caſe, 
to ſeparate Election from Reprobation. Take one 
of thoſe who are ſuppoſed not to be elected; one 
| whom Go hath not choſen to Life and Salvation. 9 
Can this Man be faved from Sin and Hell? You 
anſwer, No” — Why not? „ Becauſe he is not 
elected. Becauſe Gov hath unchangeably de- 


hs 
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"os creed, to ſave ſo many Souls, and no more; 
1 and 


* 


| [9] 
- ce and he is not of that Number. Him Gop hath 
« decreed to paſs by; to leave him to everlaſting 
u « Deſtruction: In Conſequence of which irre- 
y e ſiſtible Decree, the Man periſhes everlaſtingly.“ 
t O my Brethren, how ſmall is the Difference be- 
e tween this, and broad, barefaced Reprobation ? 


sf XII. Let me intreat you to make this Caſe your 
e & own. In the Midſt of Life you are in Death; 
pour Soul is dead while you live, if you hve in 
_ = Sin, if you do not live to Gop. And who can 
deliver you from the Body of this Death? Only 


„the Grace of Gop in Jesus CHRIST our Lord. 
But Gop hath decreed to give this Grace, to 
« fl others only, and not to you: To leave you in un- 
be ef and ſpiritual Death, and for that unbelief to 
* puniſh you with Death everlaſting. Well then 
mayſt thou cry, even till thy Throat is dry, * © 
« wretched Man that I am!“ For an unchange- 
able, irreſiſtible Decree ſtandeth between thee and 
the vcry Poſhbility of Salvation. Go now, and 
fund out how to ſplit the Hair, between thy being 
reprobated, and not- elected: How to ſeparate Re- 
probation, in its moſt effectual Senſe, from un 
conditional Election 
XIII. Acknowledge then, that you hold Repro- 
bation. Avow it in the Face of the Sun. To be 
conſiſtent with yourſelf, you muſt openly aſſert, 
That, „without Reprobation this Election cannot 
& ſtand.” You know, it cannot. You know if 
*Gop hath fixt a Decree, That theſe Men only ſhall 
be ſaved, in ſuch a Decree it is manifeſtly implied, 
That all other Men ſhall be damned. If Gop 
hath decreed, That this Part of Mankind, and 
no more ſhall live eternally, you cannot but ſee, 
it is therein decreed, That the other Part ſhall 
never lee Life. O let us deal ignenuouſſy with 
each other. What we really hold, let us openly 


profeſs. 


f pro] 
profeſs. And if Reprobation be the Truth, it 
will bear the Light; for the Werd of our Gop 
fall ſtand for ever. | 
XIV. Now then, without any Extenuation on 
the one Hand, or Exaggeration on the other, let 
us look upon this Doctrine, call it what you 
pleaſe, naked and in its native Colour. Before 


the Foundations of the World were laid, Gop of | 


his own mere Will and Pleaſure, fixt a Decree 
concerning all the Children of Men, who ſhould 
be born unto the End of the World. This De- 


cree was unchangable with Regard to Gop, and 4 


irreſiſtible with Regard to Man. And herein it 
was ordained, that one Part of Mankind ſhould 
be ſaved from Sin and Hell, and all the reſt left 
to periſh for ever and ever, without Help, witb- 
out Hope. That none of theſe ſhould have that 
Grace, which alone could prevent their Dwelling 
with everlaſting Burnings, God decreed, for this 
Cauſe alone, << becauſe it was his good Pleaſure ! 
And for this End, „to ſhew forth his glorious 
4 Power, and his Sovereignty over all the Earth.“ 
XV. Now can you, upon Reflection, believe 
this? Perhaps you will ſay, „I don't think about 
4 it,” That will never do.” You not only think 


about it (tho' it may be, confuſedly) but ſpeak £ 


about it too, when ever you ſpeak of unconditional 


Election. You don't think about it! What do ; 


you mean? Do you never think about Eſau or 
| Pharoah ? Or, in general, about a certain Num- 
. ber of Souls, whom alone Gop hath decreed to 
ſave? Why in that very Thought Reprobation 
lurks : It entered your Heart the Moment that 
entered. It ſtays as long as that ſtays. And you 
cannot ſpeak that Thought, without ſpeaking of 
Reprobation. True, it is covered with Fig-leaves, 
ſo that a heedleſs Eye may not obſerve it to be 


there. $ 


there. But if you narrewly obſerve, unconditional 
Election cannot appear, without the Cloven Foot 
of Reprobation. — n 5 
XVI. But do not the Seriptures ſpeak of Elec- 
teon? They ſay, St. Paul was an elected or 


„ choſen Veſſel.“ Nay , and ſpeak of great Num- 


bers of Men, as “ elect, according to the Fore- 
knowledge of Gop.” You cannot therefore deny, 
there is ſuch a Thing as Electiun. And if there 
is, what do you mean by it?“ 

I will tell you, in all Plainneſs and Simplicity. 


believe it commonly means one of theſe two 
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Things; Firſt, a divine Appointment of ſome par- 
ticular Men, to do ſome particular Work in the 
World. And this Election I believe to be not 
only perſonal, but abſolute and unconditional, 
Thus Cyrus was elected to rebuild the Temple, 
and St. Paul, with the Twelve, to preach the 
Goſpel. But I do not find this to have any ne- 
geſſary Connexion with eternal Happineſs. Nay, 
tis plain, it has not; for one who is elected in 
mis Senſe, may yet be loſt eternally. Have 1 
got choſen (elected) you Twelve, ſaith our Lord ? 
Met one of you hath a Devil? Judas, you ſee, was 
gected as well as the reſt, Yet is his Lot with 
me Devil and his Angels. 
XVII. I believe Election means, Secondly, A 
Wvine Appointment of ſome Men to eternal Hap- 
ineſs. But I believe this Election to be conditio- 
al, as well as the Reprobation oppoſite thereto. 
believe the eternal Decree concerning both, is 
epreſt in thoſe Words, He that believeth, ſhall be 
ved. He that believeth not, ſhall be damned. And 
is Decree without doubt Gop will not change, 
Ind Man cannot reſiſt. According to this, all 
ue Believers are in Scripture termed Ele : As 
who continue in Untelief, are fo long properly 
3 Reprobates, 


. 


L 12 ] 

Ryprobates, that is, unapproved of Gop, and with- 
out Diſcernment touching the Things of the Spirit, 
XVIII. Now Gop, to whom all Things are 
preſent at once, who ſees all Eternity at one View, 
calleth the Things that are not as tho' they were, the 


Ly 


Things that are not yet, as tho' they were now ſub- | 


fiſting. Thus he calls Abraham the Father of many 
Nations, before even Iſaac was born. And thus 
CHR1sT is called, the Lamb ſlain from the Founda- 


tion of the World, tho he was not ſlain, in fact, till 
ſome thouſand Years after. In like Manner G 
calleth true Believers, Elect from the Foundation 
of the World; altho' they were not actually Elecrt 
or Believers, till many Ages after, in their ſeveral 3 
Generations. Then only it was, they were actually 
elected, when they were made the Sons of Gor by 
Faith. Then were they in fact, choſen and talen 


out of the World; Ele (faith St. Paul) through 
Belief of the Truth: Or (as St. Peter expreſſes it) 
Elect, according to the Fore-knowledge of God, 
thro Sandtification of the Spirit. 


XIX. This Election I as firmly believe, as 1 
believe the Scripture to be of Gop. But uncon- 
ditional Election I cannot believe; not only be- 
cauſe I cannot find it in Scripture, but alſo (to 
wave all other Conſiderations) becauſe it neceſſa- 3 
rily implies, unconditional Reprobation. Find 


out any Election which does not imply Repro- 


bation, and I will gladly agree to it. But Re- 
probation I can never agree to, while I believe the | 
Scripture to be of Gop: As being utterly irre- 
concilable to the whole Scope and Tenour both 


of the Old and New Teſtament. 


O that Gop would give me the Deſire of my 
Heart | That he would grant the Thing which 1 
long for! Even that your Mind might now be 
free and calm, and open to the Light of his * ; 
| rit : 


3 


* 


YE 


% A « «C | 
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Fo [- 13. ] 
rit | That you would impartially conſider, how it is 
. EE poflible to reconcile Reprobation with the follow-. 
> Wing Scriptures ! ; 1 

f Gen. iii. 17. Becauſe thou haſt eaten of the Tree . 
ef which J commanded thee, ſaying, Thou ſhalt not 
4 at of it—ſn the Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat 
y Bread The Curſe ſhall come on thee and thine 
s offspring, not becauſe of any abſolute Decree of 
mine, but becauſe of thy Sin. 

1 Chap iv. 7. J thou deft well, ſhalt thou not be 
> accepted? And if thou deft not well, Sin lieth at 
n by Door. Sin only, not the Decree of Reproba- 
Xt tion, hinders thy being accepted. | 
Deut. vii. 9. Know that the Lord thy Gop, he 
y 

by 

n 

2 

t 

55 


is the faithful Gop, which keepeth Covenant and 
Mercy with them that love him and keep his Com- 
mandmients to a thouſand Generations: And repayeth 
them that hate him ta their Face to deſtroy them. 
Vier. 12. Wherefore if ye hearken to theſe Fudg- 
nents and keep and do them, the Lord thy Gob ſhall 
Leep unto thee the Covenant which he fware unto thy. 
I atbers. 
n- Chap. xii. ver. 26, 27, 28. Behold, I ſet before 
e- Hou this Day a Bleſſing and a Curſe : A Bleſſing, if 
to ou obey the Commandments of the Lord your Gop; 
a- and a Curſe, if ye will not obey. | 2 
nd Chap. xxx. 15, &c. See, I have ſet before thee 
o- ibis Day, Life and Good, and Death and Evil In 
\e- that I command thee this Day to love the Lord thy 
he God, to walk in his Ways and to keep his Command- 
re- ments—and the Lord thy Gop hall bleſs thee, But 
ath F thou wilt not hear, I denounce unto you this Day, 
that ye ſhall ſurely periſh. I call Heaven and Earth 


my 10 record this Day, that I have ſet before you Life 

h 1 and Death, Bleſſing and Curſing. Therefore chu ſe 
be Life, that both thou and thy Seed may live. 

Spi- WY 2 Chron, c. xv. ver. I, &c. And the Spirit of 

rit ! 7 B Gop 


N 


[-14 J 
Gov tame upon Azariah, and be ſaid, ST, N Lad 
is with yon while ye be wth him; and if ye ft 


him, he — be found of you ; but if ye for ſale 
be wall forſake you. 


Should ve again break thy Commandments, would/t 


Spifeth not any. Could he then reprobate any? 


tender Mercies are over all his Works. 


Bold I will pour out my Spirit upon you, 


Iwill not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me early, but 


did not chuſe the Fear of the Lord. 


wants by another Name. 


that he ſhould return from his Mays and live? 


Exxa ix. 13, 14. After all that is come upon , 
for our evil Deeds, and for our great Treſpaſs, 


thou not be angry with us, till thaghad/t conſumed us? 1 
Fob xxxvi. 5. Behold, Gop is\mighty, and de- 1 


Pſal. cxlv. . The Lord is good to all, and bis | q 


Prov. i. 23, &c. Turn you at my Reproef , be- | 1 ; 


' Becauſe I have called and ye refuſed, I have | ? 
flretthed out my Hand, and no Man regarded — I al- 4 
fo will laugh at your Calamity, I will mack So 3% 17 
your Fear cometh, Then Pall they call upon me, but "3D 


they ſhall not find me, Why? Becauſe of my De- AF 
cree ? No. But becauſe they hated Knowledge, and 14 


Iſaiab Ixv. 2, &c. I have ſpread out my Finds | 1 
all the Day unto a rebellicus People; —4 People that 
provoketh me to anger centinually to my Face — There- 
fore will I meaſure their former Work into their Bo- 
fom—Ye ſhall all bow down to the Slaughter, be- 
cauſe whett I called, ye did not anſwer. — Therefore 1 
ye ſhall leave your Name for a Curſe unto my choſen : i 


ys the Lord Gop ſhall Ray thee, and call his Ser- 9 


Ext. xvlii. 20, &c. The Soul that finneth, it 8 
fhall die, The * ſhall not bear (eternally) the 
Iniguity of the Father, neither ſhal} the Father bear 
the Iniguity of the Son Have I any Pleaſure at all 3 
that the Wicked ſhall die, ſaith the Lord; and not 
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Alatt. vi. 26. Every one that heareth” theſe Sdy- 
ings of mine, and doth them not, ſhall be likened unto 
a fooliſh Man, which built his —_— upon the Sand. 
Nay, he could not help it, if he was ordained 
thereto. 

Chap. xi. ver. 20, &c. Then began 10 to upbraid 
the Cities wherein moſt of his mighty Works, were 
done, becau iſe they repented not. Mo unto thee, Cha- 
= razin, wo unto thee, Bethſaida : for if the mighty 
"i L Vert, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre 
and Sidon, they would bave repented long ago in Sack- 
lf Linth and Aſhes. (What? if they were not elected? 
b And if they of Beth/aida had been elected, would 

not they have repented too?) Therefore 1 ſay unto 
Vo, it ſhall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in 
he Day of Judgment than for you. And thou, Ca- 

x pernaum, which art exalted unto Heaven, ſhalt be 
— rought down to Hell. For if the mighty Works 


w 


ns 


* gobich have been done in thee, had been done in 

ut Sodom, it would have remained untill this Day. But 

ut ay wito you, it ſhall be more talerable for the 

* Land of Sodom in the Day of Judgment than for 
bes. 

3 Chap. xii. 41. The Men of Nineveh ſhall riſe in 
ds | 1 with this Generation, and ſball condemn 
at 1 7 + Becauſe they repented at the Preaching of 75 
5 4 bebald a greater than Fonas is here. But what 
vas this to the Purpoſe, if the Men of Nineveh 
7 Pere elected, and this Generation of Men were not? 
re 


Chap. xiii. 11, 12. If is given unto you, to know 
L:. Myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, but unto 
hem it is not given. For whoſoever hath (i. e. uſes 
what he hath) to him ſball be given, and he ſhall 
Have more abundance. But whoſoever hath not, fram 

im ſhall be taken away even ibat he hath. 
Chap. xxii. ver, 8. They which were called, Were 
all Int worthy, were ſhut out __ the Marriage of 
7 2 the 


2 S. M. „rr — — 
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ſelves. 


Lot in this Matter; for thy Heart is not right in tht I 4 


[16] 


the Lamb: Why ſo? Becauſe they wonld- not i | 


tome, ver. 3. 


The whole Twenty: fifth Chapter requires, and 
will reward your moſt ſerious Conſideration. If | 


you can reconcile unconditional Reprobation with] 


this, you may reconcile it with the 18th of Ezeh1el. 
John iii. 18. This is the Condemnation, that Light! 


is come into the World, and Men loved (or 00 * 1 
| Darknefs rather than Ee 


Chap. v. 44. How can ye believe, who receivi 
Honour one of j another, and not the Honour that 
cometh of Gop only ® Obſerve the Reaſon why 
they could not — Not in God, but in them. 9 


Aci, viii. 20, &c. 757 Maney per criſh with that { 
(and ſo doubtleſs it did) Tien haſt neither Part nor 


Sight , GOD. Repent therefere of this thy Wick- 15 
1 6 and pray Gop, if perhaps the T. N of 


- thine Heart may be forgiven thee, So that St. Peter 27 


had no Thought of any abſolute Wr A 
even in the Caſe of Simon Magas, A 
Rom. i. 20, &c. They are — Excuſe ; bel 5 
cauſe when they knew Gop, they glorified him not a. 
Gop ;—wherefore GoD alſo gave them up to Un. 1 
cleanneſt—who changed the Truth of Gop into « 
Lie For this Cauſe Gop gave them up to vile Af 4 
feftions—As they did not like to retain Gop in thei A 
Knowledge, Gon gave them over to a bares F 
Aind, to do thoſe Things which are not convenient. 
2 Theſ. ii. 10, &c. Them that periſh, becauſ 
they received not the Love of the Truth, that 75% YC 
might be ſaved, And for this Cauſe Gov Hall ſen i. 


 #bem ſtrong Deluſion, to believe a Lie: That tha 


all might be damned who believed not the Truth, bu. 0 
bad Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs, LE 
XX. How will you reconcile Reprobation wil 
the 


5 [7] 
of WF the following Scriptures, yrhich declare Gon's 
Willingneſs * all ſhould be ſaved ? | 

nd Bl Marth. xxii. 9. As many as ye jhall find, bid 
I i (invite) to the Marriage. 

thy Mark xvi. 15. Go ye into all the World, 2 

I. proach the Gaſpel to every Creature. 

51% Luke xix. 41; &c. Aud toben he came near, he 

e) Lebel the City, and wept over it, ay ing, I rather 
O that) thou badſi known, at leuſt in this thy Day, 

19! the Things which belong unto thy Peace] 

vat 8 Fohu'v. 34. Theje Things J ſay, that ye may be 

h ed, via. thofe who perſecuted him, and fought 

ny Wro fy him, wer. 16. and of whom he complains, 

ver. 40. Ye will nat come unto me that ye may haut 

bel | A 

no Ads xvii. 24, &c. Gop that made the Worid and 
the © all Things therein—giveth to all Life and Breath, 

. and all Things, and hath made of one Blood all 
%% Nations of Men, for to dwell on all the Face of the 

eter Earth That thy ſhould ſeek the Tord - Obſerve this 

ion; was Gop's End in creating all Nations on all the 
Earth. 

be. Nom. v. 18. As by the Offence of one, Judgment 

t a came upon all Men to Condenmation, jo by the 

Un. ighteouſneſs of one, the free Gift came upon all Men 

to into Fuſdiſication of Life. 

4, Chap. x. ver. 12. The ſame Lord over all, is 

ther FF ich (in Mercy) unto ail that call upon him, 

batt , 1 Tim. ii. 3, 4. This is good and acceptable in we 

mt. Sight o of Gop our Saviour, who willeth all Men 

auf to be Javed : Chap. iv, ver. 10. I#/ho is the Savi- 
th our of all Men, ſpecially of thoje that belicue, i. e. 

| ſen intentionally of all; and actual y, of Believers. 
h Jam. i. 5. If any Man lack L iſdom, let him aſt of 

, b Go, who giveth t all Men liberally, and upbraideti 

not. 

wit f 2 Pet, iii. 9. The Lord is Long-ſuffering toward 

thi = B 3 45> 


t 18 } - 
%5, wot will ing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
ſhould come to Repentance. 

I John iv. 14. We have ſeen, and do teſtify that 
the "Fither ſent the Son, ta be the Saviour of the 
World. 

XXI. How will you reconcile Reprobation with. | 
the following Scriptures, which declare that 
CHR1ST came to ſave all Men, that he died for all, | 
that he atoned for all, even for thoſe: that finally 
periſh ? ? | 5 


zaketh away the Sin of the World. 2 
Chap. iii. 17. Gop ſent his Son into the 22 1 
that he World ibro him might be ſaved. T 
Chap. xii. 47. J came not (now) to judge the 
World, but to ſave the World. 'S 
Rom. xiv. 1 5. Deſtroy not him with thy Meat, for 3 
whom CHRIST died. "TH 
I Cor. viii. 11. Thro thy Domlager ſhall "y $ 
eat Brother periſh, for whom CHRISH died. A 
2 Cor. v. 14, &c. HY: thus judge, that if one died J 
for all, then were all-dead :: And that he died.for all, 
that theſe (or all) who live ſhould. live unto n 
which died for them. Here you ſee, not only that 
CHRIST died for all Men, but likewiſe the End 
of his Dying for them. 
* 1 Tim. ii. 6. CarisT JESsUs, which gave ring 
a Ranfom for all. 
Feb. viii. 9. e fee JEsus made lower than + 
Angels, that be might taſt Death for every Man. 
2 Pol. ii. 1. There ſpall be falſe Teachers among 
you, who jhall privily bring in damnable Hereſien, 
even denying the Lord that bought them, and brings 
upon themſelves fwift Deſtruction. You ſee, he 
bought, or redeemed even thoſe that periſh, that 
bring upon themſelves ſwift Deſtruction, 9 


191 
1 1 John ii. 1, 2. F any Man ſim, we have an 
| Advocate with Father, JIuxsus CHRIST, the Rightes 
t ous; and he is the Propitiation for our Sins (who 
'e are Elect, according the Knowledge of Gop) and 
not for ours only, but alſo for the Sins of the whole 
h World, | | 
f You are ſenſible, theſe are but a very ſmall 
Part of the Scriptures which might be brought on 
each of theſe Heads. But they are enough: And 
they require no Comment: Taken in their plain, 
eaſy, obvious Senſe, they abundantly prove, That 
there is not, cannot be any ſuch Thing as un- 
conditional Reprobation. 
XXII. But to be a little more particular. How 
can you poſſibly reconcile Reprobation, with thoſe 
Scriptures. that declare the Juſtice of. Gop ? To 
cite one for all, 
Ezek. xviii. 2, &c. What mean ye that ye uſe this 
Proverb, The Fathers have eaten ſour Grapes, and 
the Children's Teeth are fet on Edge? As I live, 
faith the Lord Gop, ye ſhall not have Occaſion any 
more to uſe this Proverb in Iſrael. Behald, all 
Souls are mine; as the Soul of the Father, ſo the 
Soul of the Son 15 mine (And however I may tem- 
porally viſit the Sins of the Fathers upon the Chil- 
dren, yet this Viſitation extends no farther, but) 
the Soul that ſinneth, it ſhall die, for its own Sin, 
and not anothers. But if a Man be juſt, and do 
that which is lawful and right—he ſhall ſurely live, 
ſaith the Lord Gop. If he beget a Son which is a 
Robber — ſhall he then live? He ſhall not live; he 
ſhall ſurely die Jet ſay ye, Why, doth not. the Son 
bear the Iniguity of the Father? (Temporally he 
doth, as in the Caſe of Achan, Korah, and a 
Thouſand others. But not eternally.) hen the 
Son hath done that which is lawful and right, he 
ſhall ſurely live. The Soul that finneth, it ſhall die- 
= | (Mall 
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fſhall die the ſecond Death.) The Son /hall hot 
bear the Iniquity of the Father, neither hall the 
Father bear the Iniquity of the Son. The Righte- 
offs of the Righteous ſhall be upon him, and the 
Tckedneſs of the Wicked ſball be upon him, Yet 
ye ſay, The Way of the Lord is not equal. Hear 
now, O Iſratl. Ts net my Way equa! ? (equitable, 
juſt) Are not your Ways unequal ? When a tightegus 
Man turneth away from his Righteonfneſs, and com- 
mitteth Inmguity, and dieth in them, for his Iniquitiy 
that he hath done ſhall he die. Again, when the 
tvicked Man turneth away from his TWithedneſs that 
he hath committed, and doth that which is lawful 
and right, he ſpall ſave his Soul altve---Therefire I 
zill judge you, O Houſe of Tjrael, every one ac+ 
rording to his Mays, ſaith the Lord Gop. Re- 
pent and turn your ſelves from all your Tran ſgreſſiens. 
So Iniguity ſhall not be your Ruin, | 
Through this who'e Paſſage 'Gop is pleaſed to 
appeal to Man himſelf, touching the Juſtice of 
his Proceedings. And well 'might he appeal to 
our own Confcience, according to the Account 
of them which is here given. But it is an Ac- 
count which all the Art of Man, will never re- 
concile with unconditional Reprobation. | 
XXIII. Do you think it will cut the Enot to 
ſay, © Why, if Gop might juſtly have paſt by all 
„Men (ſpeak out, if Cop might ju/tly have re- 
4 probated all Men, for it comes to the ſame 
Point) then he may juſtly paſs by ſome. But 
„ Gop might hi have paſſed by all Men,.“ 
Are you ſure he might? Where is it written? I 
cannot find it in the Word of Gop. Therefore 
T rejeCt it as a bold, precarious Aﬀertion, utterly 
unſupported by Holy Scripture. 
If you fay, ** But you know in your own Con- 
CKience, Gop might juſtly have paſt by 9% 1 


deny 


[21] 

deny it. That Gop might ju/tly, for my Un- 
faithfulneſs to his Grace, have given me up long 
ago, I grant: But this Conceſſion ſuppoſes me to 
have had that Grace, which you ſay a Reprobate 
never had. 

But beſides, in making this Suppoſition, of 
what Gop might have juſtly done, you ſuppoſe 
his Juſtice might have been ſeparate from his other 


Attributes, from his Mercy in particular. But 


this never was, nor ever will be; nor indeed is it 

poſſible it ſhould. All his Attributes are inſepa- 
rably joined ; they cannot be divided, no, not 
for a Moment. Therefore this whole Argument 


fands, not only on an unſcriptural, but on an ab- 
ſurd, impoſſible Suppoſition. 


XXIV. Do you ſay, Nay, but it is juſt for 
&© Gop to paſs by whom he will, becauſe of his 
« Sovereignty : For he faith himſelf, May not I 
cc do what 1 will with my own ? And, Hath not 
« the Potter power over bis own Clay? I anſwer, 
The former of theſe Sentences ſtands in the Con- 
cluſion of that Parable, (Matt. xx.) wherein our 
Lord reproves the Jews for murmuring at Gop's 
giving the ſame Reward to the Gentiles as to 
them. To one of theſe Murmurers it is that Gop 
ſays, Friend, I do thee no wrong, Take that thine 
is, and go thy May. T will give unto this laſt even 
as unto thee, Then follows, [s it not lawful for 
me to do what I will with mine own 2 Is thine Eye 
evil, becauſe I am good? As if he had ſaid, May 
« T not give my own Kingdom to whom! pleaſe ? 
& Art thou angry, becauſe I am mercifull ?” It 
is then undeniably clear, that Gop does not here 
aſſert a Right of reprobating any Man. Here is 
nothing ſpoken of Reprobation, bad or good. 
Here is no Kind of Reference thereto, This Text 

therefore 


„ 

therefore has nothing to do with the Concluſion it 
was brought to prove. | . 
XXV. But you add, Hath not the Potter power 
ober his own Clay? Let us confider the Context 
of theſe Words alſo. They are found in the 
"Ninth Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romans; an 
Epiſtle, the general Scope and Intent of which is, 
to publiſh the eternal, unchangable T&oftors,: Pur- 
poſe or Decree of Gop, He that belitveth, ſhall be 
ſaved; he that belizveth not, ſhall be damned. "The 

- Juſtice of Gop in condemning thoſe that believed 
not, and the Neceflity of believing in order to Sal- 
vation, the Apoſtle proves at large in the three firſt 
-Chapters, which he confirms in the fourth by the 
Example of Abraham. In the former Part of the 
"fifth and in the fixth Chapter, he deſcribes the 
Happineſs and Holineſs of true Believers. (The 
latter Part of the Fifth is a Digreſſion, concerning 
-the Extent of the Benefits lowing from the Death 
- of CHRIST.) In the Seventh he ſhews, in what 
Senſe Believers in CHRIS H are delivered from the 
'Law: And deſcribes the miſerable Bondage of 
thoſe who are ſtill under the Law ; that is, who 
are truly convinced of Sin, but not able to con- 
quer it. In the Eighth he again deſcribes the 
happy Liberty of thofe, who truly believe in 
'CnRrisT : And encourages them to ſuffer for the 
Faith, as by other Conſiderations, ſo by this inan 
particular, /Y2 know that all Things work together | 
for good to them that love Gop (ver. 28.) to them 
that are called (by the Preaching of his Word) 
according to his Purpoſe, or Decree, unalterably 
fixt from Eternity, He that believeth ſhall be ſaved. 
For whom he did foreknow as believing, he alſo 
aid prelleſtinate to be conformed to the Image of 
his Sen. Mortover whom he did predeftinate, them 
he alſo called, by his Word (ſo that Term is uſually 
| | taken 
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taken in St. PauPs Epiſtles) And whom: he called, 
them he alſo juſtified (the Word is here taken in 
its wideſt Senſe, as including Sanctification alſo) 

And whom: he juſtified, them he glorified. Thence 
to the End of the Chapter, he ſtrongly incourages 
all thoſe, who had the Love of Gop ſhed abroad 
in their Hearts, to have a good Hope, that no 
= Sufferings ſhould ever be able to ſeparate them from 
FT the Love of Gop which is in CHRIS JESUs. 
"XZ XXVI. But as the Apoſtle was aware, how 
deeply the Jews were offended at the whole Tenor 
of his Doctrine, and more eſpecially at his aſſert- 
ing, 1. That the Jews themſelves could not be 
ſaved without believing in Jesus, and 2. That 
che Heathens by believing in him might partake 
of the ſame Salvation: He ſpends the whole Ninth 
1 Chapter upon them: Wherein 1. He declares the 
tender Love he had for them, ver. 1---3. 2. Al- 
"Bows the great national Privileges they enjoyed, 
above any People under Heaven, ver. 4, 5. 
3. Anſwers their grand Objection to his Doctrine, 
4 taken from the Juſtice of Gop, to their Fathers, 
ver. 6—13. 4. Removes another Objection, 


+0 


taken from the Juſtice of Gop, interweaving all 


along ſtrong Reproofs to the Jews, for priding 
= themſelves on thoſe Privileges, which were owing 
merely to the Good-pleaſure of Gop, not to their 
1 5 athers Goodneſs, any more than their own, ver. 
X 14---23- 5. Reſumes and proves by Scripture his 
former Aſſertion, That many Jews would be loſt, 
and many Heathens ſaved, ver. 24---29. And, 
a laſtly, ſums up the general Drift of this Chapter, 
and indeed, cf the whole Epiſtle. hat ſball we 
ſay then? What is the Concluſion from the 
whole? The Sum of all which has been ſpoken ? 

= Why, that many Gentiles already partake of the 

8 great Salvation, and many Jews fall ſhort of it. 
= | Ilhere © 


power over his own Clay, are Part of St. Paul's An- 


[24] 
Therefore * ? Becauſe they would not receive it 
by Faith. And whoſoever believeth not, cannot 
be ſaved : Whereas,wh-/oever believeth in CHRIST, 
whether Jew or Gentile, all not be aſhamed.--- 
Ver. 30---33. 


XXVII. Thoſe Words, Hath not the Potter 


1 


A wed Wn wee 


38 


{wer to that Objection, That it was unjuſt for 
Gop to ſhew that Mercy to the Gentiles, 
which he with-held from his own People. This 
he firſt ſimply denies, ſaying, God forbid! And | 
then obſerves, that, according to his own Words | 
to Moſes, Gop has a Right to fix the Terms on 
which he will ſhew Mercy, which neither the 
Will, nor the Power of Man can alter, ver. 1 5, ü 
16: And to withdraw his Mercy from them, who, 1 
like Pharoah, will not comply with thoſe Terms, ©: 
ver. 17. And that accordingly, he hath Mercy on 
whom he will have Mercy, namely, thoſe that 
truly believe; and whom he will, namely obſtinate 2 
Unbelievers, he ſuffers to be "UBER 
XXVIII. But why then, ſay the Obj ietors, 
doth he find Fault with thoſe that are er P| | 1 
For who hath reſiſted his Will? ver. 19. To this i 
inſolent Misconſtruction of what he had ſaid, the 
Apoſtle firſt gives a ſevere Rebuke, and chen Tm 
adds, Shall the Thing formed ſay unto him that 
formed it, My hoſt thou 1 me thus! Why haſt ; 
thou made me capable of Salvation, only on thoſe ©? 
Terms? None indeed hath reſiſted this Will of 
Gop, He that believeth not, Mall be damned. But 1 
s this any Ground for arraigning his Juſtice? 
Hath not the great Potter power over his own 
Clay, to make or appoint one ſort of Veſſels, name- 
Believers to honour, and the others unto Di- A 
* ? Hath he not a right to diſtruibute eternal 1 
Honour and Diſhopour, on whatever terms he 


pleaſes 7 2 
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pleaſes ? Eſpecially, conſidering the Goodneſs and 
Patience he ſhews, even towards them that be- 
lieve not: Conſidering that when they have pro- 
voked him to ſhew his Wrath, and to make the 
Power of his Vengeance 4nown, yet he endures 

= with much Long-ſuffering, even thoſe Veſſels of 
" EE 7/rath, who had before fitted themſelves 1 De- 
” ME 4rud#ion. There is then no more room to reply 
ME againſt Gon, for making his Vengeance known 
» on thoſe Veſſels of Wrath, than for making known 
4 his glorious Love on the Veſſels of Mercy, whom he 


= ad before by Faith prepared for Glory : Even us, 
2 8 whom. he hath called, not of the Fews only, but alſo 
) 


/ the Gentiles, 

XXIX. I have ſpoke more largely than I de- 
= ſigned, in order to ſhew, that neither our Lord in 
the abovementioned Parable, nor St. Paul, in 
© theſe Words, had any View to God's ſovereign 
Power, as the Ground of unconditional Reproba- 
tion. And beware that you go no further there- 
in, than you are authorized by them. Take care, 
gvwhenever you ſpeak of theſe high Things, to 
15 "© /peak as the Oracles of Gor. And if fo, you will 
11 never ſpeak of the Sovereignty of Gop, but in 
us Conjunction with his other Attributes. For the 


he Scripture nowhere ſpeaks of this ſingle Attribute, 
en gas ſeparate from the reſt, Much leſs does it any 
bat here ſpeak of the Sovereignty of Gop, as ſingly 
alt ed 7 | 

Aiſpoſing the eternal States of Men. No, no: In 
oſe this awefull Work Gop proceeds according to the 
— =X known Rules of his Juſtice and Mercy, 
at 


XXX. But never aſſign his Sovereignty as the 
Cauſe why any Man is puniſhed with everlaſting 
Deſtruction. Now then, are you not quite out 
Jof your Way? You are not in the Way which 
=X Gop hath revealed. You are putting eternal 
=X Happineſs and Miſery, on an unſcriptural, and a 
Ki. : C very 
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ſerve the Damnation of Hell. Sorrow therefore 


[ 26 ] 
very dreadfull Footing. Make the Caſe your own. 


Here are you, a Sinner, convinced that you de- | 


and Fear have filled your Heart. And how ſhall 
you be comforted ? By the Promiſes of Gop ? but 
perhaps you have no Part therein; for they belong 
only to the Ele. By the Conſideration of his | 
Love and tender Mercy? but what are theſe to 
you, if you are a Reprobate? Gop does not love 
you at all: Yor, like Eſau, he hath hated even from 
Eternity. What Ground then can you have for 
the leaſt Shadow of Hope? Why, it is poſſible 8 
(that is all) that Gop's ſovereign Will may be on 
your Side: Poſſibly God may ſave you, becauſe i 
he will! O poor Encouragement to deſpairing 


Sinners! I fear Faith rarely cometh by hearing 


this! - 
XXXI. The Sovereignty of God is then never 33 
to be brought, to ſuperſede his Juſtice. And this 
is the preſent Objection againſt unconditional Re- 
probation (the plain Conſequence of unconditional 2 
EleQtion ;) it flatly contradicts, indeed utterly over- 1 2 
throws the Scripture-Account of the Juſtice of 
Gop. This has been proved in general already : 8 
Let us now weigh a few Particulars. And 1. A 
"The Scripture deſcribes Gop as the Judge of the 
Earth. But how ſhall Gop in Juſtice judge the 4 *% 
World (O conſider this, as in the Preſence of 
Gop, with Reverence and godly Fear |) How | 
ſhall Gop in Juſtice, judge the World, if there * 
be any Decree of Reprobation? On this Suppoſi- 
tion, what ſhould thoſe on the Left-hand be con- A 
demned for ? For their having done Evil ? They | 4 
could not help it. There never was a Time when 
they could have help'd it. Gop you ſay, of old | 1 
ordained them to this Condemnation. And who hath © 1 0 
reſſtcd his fil! He Jon them, you ſay, to work | 1 
led: 


127 1 
Wickednefſs, even from their Mother's Womb. He 
gave them up to a reprobate Mind, or ever they 
hung upon their Mother's Breaſt. Shall he then 
condemn them for what they could not help ? 
Shall the Juſt, the Holy One of //rael, adjudge 
= Millions of Men to everlaſting Pain, becauſe their 


have helped by putting an End to their own Lives. 
But could they even thus have eſcaped from Sin? 
Not without that Grace which you ſuppoſe Gon 
r. had abſolutely determined never to give them. 
le And yet you ſuppoſe him to ſend them into eter- 
nal Fire, for not eſcaping from Sin! that is, in 
plain Terms, for not having that Grace, which 
os Go had decreed they ſhould never have! O 

ſtrange Juſtice ! What a Picture do you draw of 
the Judge of all the Earth! | 


4 I ot doing Good, according to thoſe ſolemn Words 
. the great Judge, Depart, ye curſed---For I was 


al L817 hungered, and ye gave me no Meat: I was 
— 6 1 
# 

£ 


r- Viriy, and ye gave me no Drink; a Stranger, and. 


of 3 e took me not in: I was naked, and ye cloathed 
y: 9 e not; Sick, and in Priſon, and ye viſited me not. 


1. Ven hall they anfwer---But how much better an 
he 8 Anſwer do you put into their Mouths ? Upon 
he © your Suppoſition, might they not ſay (O conſider 
of well, in Meekneſs and Fear!) Lord, we might 
wich | Rave done the outward Work : But thou knoweſt, 

would but have increaſed our Damnation. We 
eight have fed the Hungry, given drink to the 
hirſty, and covered the Naked with a Gar- 


nen race, which we never had, nor poflibly could 


old ve (ſeeing thou hadſt eternally decreed to with- 
ath old it from us) would only have been ſplendid. 


orþ $5. They would only have heated the Furnace 
x. C 2 of 


Blood moved in their Veins. Nay this they might 


XXXII. Are they not rather condemned, for 


7 ent. But all theſe Works, without thy ſpecial 
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L 28 ] 
of Hell, ſeven Times hotter than before. Upon 
your Suppofition, might they not ſay, ** Righte- 
« ous art thou, O Lord, yet let us plead with 
„ thee. O why doſt thou condemn us for not 


any Thing well? Did we ever abuſe the Power i i 
« of doing Good? We never received it, and | 
<«« that thou knoweſt. Wilt thou, the Holy One, | 2 7 | 
« the Juſt, condemn us for not doing, what we 


„ never had the Power to do? Wilt thou con- * 


« demn us, for not caſting down the Stars from 
Heaven? for not holding the Winds in our} 75 
<« Fiſt? Why it was as poſſible for us to do this, 
« as to do any Work acceptable in thy Sight!“ 
O Lord, correct us, but with Judgment | and 
<< before thou plungeſt us into everlaſting Fire, 
„ Jet us know, how it was ever poſſible for us, 
to eſcape the Damnation of Hell.” : j 
; XXXIIE Or how could they have eſcaped (ſup- 
— you aſſign that, as the Cauſe of their Con- 6 
demnation) from inward Sin? from evil De- 
fires ? from unholy Tempers and vile Affections? 
Were they ever able to deliver their own Souls: 
to reſcue themſelves from this inward Hell ! II 
ſo, their not doing it might juſtly be laid to their 
Charge, and would leave them without Excuſeſl 7 
But it was not ſo : They never were able to de 
liver their own Souls. They never had Power t 
reſcue themſelves from the Hands of theſe boſon! 
Enemies. This Talent was never put into ther 
Hands. How then can they be condemned, fo 
hiding it in the Earth ? for Non. improvement of 
what they never had? Who is able to purify 
corrupt Heart? to bring à clean Thing out of ad 
unclean ? Is Man, mere Man ſufficient for this“ 
No certainly. Gop alone. To him only can 
the polluted of Heart ſay, Lord, if thou ** 1 
tha 
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thou canſi make me clean. But what if he anſwer, 
c J will not, becauſe I will not: Be thou un- 


th &« clean ſtill.” Will Gop doom that Man to 
ot the bottomleſs Pit, becauſe of. that Uncleanneſs, 
do which he could not ſave himſelf from, and which 
der Gop could have ſaved him from, but would not ? 


8 Verily were an earthly King to execute ſuch Ju- 
\e. | ftice as this upon his helpleſs Subjects, it might 
well be expected that the Vengeance of the Lord 
would ſoon ſweep him from the Face of the 
Earth. | 19 5+ 
F XXXTV, Perhaps you will ſay, They are not 
condemned for actual, but for original Sin. What 
do you mean by this Term? The inward Cor- 
nd ruption of our Nature? If fo, it has been ſpoken 
re, of before. Or do you mean, the Sin which 
Adam committed in Paradiſe ? That this is imputed 
do all Men, I allow; yea that by Reaſon here- 
of, the whole Creation groaneth and travelleth in 

Pain together untill now, But that any will be 
damned for this alone, I allow not, till you ſhew 
me where it is written. Bring me plain Proof 
from Scripture, and I ſubmit. - But till then, I 

utterly deny it. : 

XXXV. Should you not rather ſay, that Un- 
| belief is the damning Sin? and that thoſe who 
are condemned in that Day, will be therefore 


F the only-begotten Son of Gop ? But could they 
believe ? Was not this Faith, both the Gift and 
the HYork of Gob in the Soul? And was it not a 
Gift which he had eternally decreed, never to 
give them? Was it not a Work which he was of 
old unchangably determined, never to work in 
their Souls ? Shall theſe Men then be condemned, 
becauſe Gop would not work? Becauſe they did 
not receive what Gop would not give ? Could 

| . they 


condemned, becauſe they believed not on the Name 
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bility, in the very Nature of the Thing, that "they 


well-doing, ſeek for Glory and Honour and fling 5 4 


Satan on the other, Then, it is impoſñble for 2 


| LP] 

they * ungraſp the Hold of his Right-hand, or 
force Omnipotence?” 

XXXVI. There is, over and above, a peculiar 

Difficulty here. Yow ſay, CHrIsT did not die 

for theſe Men. But if ſo, there was an Impoſſi- 


ſhould ever ſavingly believe. For what is ſaving | 
Faith, but “a/ Confidence in God thro' CHRIS 
2 that loved me, and gave himſelf for me? 
Loved thee, thou Reprobate ! Gave himſelf fort- 
thee © Away | Thou haſt neither Part nor Lot 
herein. Thou believe in CHRIST, thou accurſed 
Spirit! damned or ever thou wert born! There 
never was any Object for thy Faith: There never 
was any Thing for thee to believe. Gop himſelf 
{thus muſt you ſpeak, to be conſiſtent with your- 
ſelf) with all his Omnipotence, could not make 
thee believe CHRIS H atoned for thy Sins, un- 
leſs he had made thee beheve a Lie. "IDs 

XXXVII. If then Gop be juſt, there cannot, 
on your Scheme, be any Judgment to come. We 
may add, nor any future State, either of Reward 
or Puniſhment, . Tf there be ſuch a State, Gop 
will therein render to every Man according to his | 
Wirks. To them who by patient Continuance in 


tality, eternal Life: But to them that do not obey 
the Truth, but obey Unr:ghteanſneſs, Indignation 
and I Yath, Tribulation and Anguiſb upon every 
Soul of Man that doeth Evil. A 
But how is this reconcileable with. your Scheme? 3 f 
You ſay, the Reprobates cannot but do Evil, and 9 
that the Elect, from the Day of Gob's Power, 1 
cannot but continue in well- -doing. You ſuppoſe 
all this is unchangably decreed ; in conſequence | ; 
whereof, Gop acts irreſiſtibly on the one, and 


7 


either 


[ 311 
either one or the other, to help acting as they do'z 
or rather, to help being acted upon, in the Manner 
wherein they are. For if we ſpeak properly, 
neither the one nor the other can be ſaid to act at 
all. Can a Stone be ſaid to act, when it is thrown 
out of a Sling? or a Ball, when it is projected 
from a Cannon? No more can a Man be ſaid to 
act, if he be only moved by a Force he cannot 
reſiſt. But if the Caſe be thus, you leave no 


Room either for Reward or Puniſhment. Shall 


the Stone be rewarded, for riſing from the Sling, 
or puniſhed for falling down. Shall the Cannon- 
ball be rewarded for flying toward the Sun, or 
puniſhed for receding from it? As incapable of 
either Puniſhment or Reward is the Man, who 
is ſuppoſed to be impelled by a Force he cannot 
reſiſt. Juſtice can have no Place in rewarding or 
puniſhing mere Machines, driven to and fro by 


an external Force. So that your Suppoſition of 


God's 1 Eternity whatſoever ſhould 
be done to the End of the World; as well as that 


of Gon's acting irreſiſtibly in the Ele&, and Sa- 


2X tan's acting irreſiſtibly in the Reprobates; utterly 


overthrows the Scripture-Doctrine of Rewards 
and Puniſhments, as well as of a Judgment to 
come. | 

XXXVIII. Thus ill does that Election which 
implies Reprobation, agree with the Scripture- 
Account of Gop's Juſtice. And does it agree any 
better with his Truth? How will you reconcile it 
with thoſe plain Aſſertions (Ezek. xviii. 23, &c. 


Have 1 any Pleaſure at all, that the Wicked Fear, 


die, faith the Lord Gon ? And not that he ſhould 


return from his Ways and live? Caſt away from 


you all your Tranſgreſſions whereby ye have tranſ- 
greſſed—for why will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael ? 
For I have no Pleaſurt in the Death. of him that 

dieth, 
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321 
dieth, ſaith the Lord: Wherefore turn yourſelves, 
and live ye. 

Exel. xxxiii. 11, &c. As I live, faith tbe Lord 
Gor, 1 have no Pleaſure in the Death «of the 
IWicked, but that the Wicked turn from his Way 
and live, Turn ye, turn ye from your evil Mays; 

. for why will ye die, O Houſe of Ijracl ? 
XXXIX. But perhaps you will ſay, “ Theſe 
ce ought to be limited and explained by other 
c Paſſages of Scripture ; wherein this Doctrine 
ce js as clearly affirmed, as it is denied in theſe ?”? 
I muſt anſwer very plain; if this were true, we 
muſt give up all the Scriptures together : Nor 
would the Infidels allow the Bible ſo honourable 
a Title, as that of a cunningly deviſed Falle. But 
it is not true. It has no Colour of Truth. It is 
abſolutely, notoriouſly falſe. To tear up the very 
Roots of Reprobation, and of all Doctrines that 
have a neceſſary Connexion therewith, Gop de- 
elares in his Word theſe three Things, and that 


explicitly, in ſo many Terms, 1. CHRIST died i 


for all, (2 Cor. v. 14.) namely all that were dead 
in Sin, as the Words immediately following fix 
the Senſe : Here is the Fact affirmed. 2. He 7s 
the Propitiation for the Sins of the whole Morld, 
(1 John li. 2.) even of all thoſe for whom he died: 
Here is the Confequence of his Dying for all. 
And 3. He died for all, that they ſhould not live FR 


unto themſelves, but unto him which died for them, | 4 
(2 Cor. v. 15.) that they might be ſaved from 
their Sins: Here is the Deſign, the End of his 


Dying for them. Now ſhew me the Scriptures | 
wherein Gop declares in equally expreſs Terms, 
1. CHRIST did not die for all, but for ſome only. 
2. CHRIST 75 not the Propitiation for the Sins of 
the whole World : And 3. He did not die for all, | 
at leaſt, not with that Intent, that they ſhould live 

| unto | 
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unto him who died for them. Shew me, T fay, 


the Scriptures that affirm theſe three Things, in 
equally expreſs Terms. You know, there are 
none. Nor is it poſſible to evade the Force of 
thoſe above recited, but by ſupplying in Number, 
what is wanting in Weight; by heaping Abun- 
dance of Texts together, whereby (tho' none of 
them ſpeak home to the Point) the Patrons of 
that Opinion, dazzle the Eyes of the Unwary, 
and quite overlay the Underſtanding both of them- 
felves, and thoſe that hear them. 

XL. To proceed. What an Account does 
this Doctrine give, of the Sincerity of Gop in a 
thouſand Declarations, ſuch as thoſe, O that there 
were ſuch an Heart in them that they would 
fear me, and keep» my Commandments always ! That 
it might be well with them, and with their Children 

ever, Deut. v. 29. Ay People would not hear 
my Voice, and Iſrael would not obey me. So 1 gave 
them up unto their own Heart's Lufts, and let them 
follow their own Imaginations. O that my People 
would have hearkenet unto me] For if Iſrael had 
walked in my Ways, I Gould ſoon have put down 
their Enemies, and turned my Hand againſt their 
Adver ſaries, Pſal. Ixxxi. 12, &c. And all this 
Time, you ſuppoſe Gon had unchangably or- 
dained, that there never ſhould be ſuch an Heart 
in them that it never ſhould be poſſible for the 
People whom he thus ſeemed to lament over, ta 
hearken unto him, or to walk in his Mays! 


XLI. How clear and ſtrong is the Reaſoning 


of Dr. Watts on this Head? It is very hard in- 


« deed, to vindicate the Sincerity of the bleſſed 
“ Gop or his Son, in their univerſal Offers of 
& Grace and Salvation to Men, and their ſend- 
ing Miniſters with ſuch Meſſages and Invita- 
tions to accept of Mercy, if there be not at 
&« leaſt 
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[3] 
leaſt a conditional Pardon and Salvation pro- 
vided for them. 
« His Miniſters indeed, as they know not the 
Event of Things, may be ſmcere in offering 
Salvation to all Perſons, according to their ge- 
neral Commiſſion, Go ye into all the World, 


and preach the Goſpel to every Creature. But 


how can Gop or CaRisT be ſincere in ſending 
them with this Commiſſion, to offer this Grace 
to all Men, if Gop has not provided ſuch 
Grace for all Men, no, not ſo much as condi- 
tionally ? | | 

„ ?Tis hard to ſuppoſe, that the great Gop, 
who is Truth itſelf, and faithfull in all his 
Dealings, ſhould call upon dying Men, to truſt 
in a Saviour for eternal Life, when this Savi- 


our has not eternal Life intruſted with him, 


to give them if they do as he requires. *Tis 


hard to conceive, how the great Governour 


of the World, can be fincere in inviting Sinners, 


who are on the Brink of Hell, to caft them- 
ſelves upon an empty Word of Invitation, a 


mere Shadow and Appearance of Support, if 
there be nothing real to bear them up from 
thoſe Deeps of Deſtruction, nothing but mere 
Words and empty Invitations ! Can we think, 
that the righteous and holy Gop, would in- 
courage his Miniſters, to call them to leave and 
reſt the Weight of their immortal Concerns, 
upon a Goſpel, a Covenant of Grace, a Me- 
diator, and his Merit and Righteouſneſs ! All 
which are a mere Nothing with Regard to 
them, a Heap of empty Names, an unſup- 
porting Void which cannot uphold them!“ 


XLII. Our blefled Lord does indiſputably com- 


mand and invite all Men every where to repent. 
He calleth all. He ſends his Ambaſſadors, in his 


Name, 


„ 
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Name, To preach the Goſpel to every Creature, He 
himſelf preached Deliverance to the Captives, with- 
out any Hint of Reſtriction or Limitation. But 
now, in what Manner do you repreſent him, 
while he is employed in this Work ? You ſup- 
poſe him to be ſtanding at the Priſon-doors, hav- 
ing the Keys thereof in his Hands, and to be con- 
tinually inviting the Priſoners to come forth, com- 
manding them to accept of that Invitation, urg- 
ing every Motive which can poflibly induce them 
to comply with that Command ; adding the moſt 
precious Promiſes, if they obey, the moſt dread- 
full Threatninge, if they obey not: And all this 
Time you ſuppoſe him to be unalterably deter- 
mined in himſelf, never to open the Doors for 
them ! Even while he is crying, Come ye, come ye, 
rom that evil Place; for why will ye die, O Houſe 
of Iſrael ! Why! (might one of them reply) 
« becauſe we cannot help it: We camot help 
ce ourſelves; and thou wit not help us. It is not 
« jn our Power to break the Gates of Braſs ; and 
ce it is not thy Pleaſure to open them. Why 
ec ill we die? We mußt die: Becauſe it is not 
« thy Will to fave us.“ Alas! my Brethren ! 


WB what Kind of Sincerity is this, which you aſcribe 
| to Gop our Saviour? 


XLIII. So ill do Election and Reprobation 
agree with the Truth and Sincerity of Gop. But 
do they not agree leaſt of all, with the ſcriptural 
Account of his Love and Goodneſs ! that Attri- 
bute which Gop peculiarly claims, wherein he 
glories above all the reſt, It is not written, 
„op is Juſtice, or Gop is Truth” (altho' he 
is juſt and true in all his Ways.) But it is written, 
Gop ig Love, Love in the Abſtract, without 
Bounds : And there is no End of his Goodneſs, His 
Love extends even to thoſe who neither loye nor 
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fear him. He is good, even to the Evil and the 
Unthankfull: Vea, without any Exception or Li- 
mitation, to all the Children of Men. For the 
Lord is loving (or good) to every Man, and his 
Mercy is over all his Works, | 

But how is Gop good or loving to a Reprobate, 
or one that is not elected? (You may chuſe either 
Term; for if none but the unconditionally Elect 
are ſaved, it comes preciſely to the ſame Thing.) 
You cannot ſay, he is an Object of the Love or 
Goodneſs of GoD, with Regard to his eternal | 
State, whom he created (ſays Mr. Calvin plainly and 
fairly) in vitæ contumeliam et mortis exitium, to live 
a Reproach, and die everlaſtingly. Surely no one 
can dream, that the Goodneſs of Gop is at all 
concerned with this Man's eternal State.“ How- 
c ever Gop is good to him in this World.” 
What ! when by Reaſon of Gop's unchangable 
Decree, it had been good for this Man, never to 
have been born? when his very Birth was a Curſe, | 
not a Bleſſing ? Well, but he now enjoys many | 
c of the Gifts of Gop, both Gifts of Nature and 
«© of Providence. He has Food and Rayment, 
« and Comforts of various Kinds. And are not 
& all theſe great Bleſſings? No, not to him. At 
the Price he is to pay for them, every one of theſe 
alſo is a Curſe. Every one of theſe Comforts, is 
by an eternal Decree, to coſt him a thouſand | 
Pangs in Hell. For every Moment's Pleaſure | 
which he now enjoys, he is to ſuffer the Torment 
of more than a thouſand Years : For the Smoke | 
of that Pit which is preparing for him, aſcendeth up 
for ever and-ever. Go knew this would be the 
Fruit of whatever he ſhould enjoy, before the Va- 
pour of Life fied away. He detigned it ſhould. It 
was his very Purpoſe, in giving him thoſe Enjoys 
ments. So that by all theſe (according to your Ac- 
count) 
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count) he is in Truth and Reality, only fatting the 
Ox for the Slaughter. Nay, but Gop gives him 
« Grace too.” Yes; but what Kind of Grace ? 
Saving Grace, you own, he has none: None of a 
ſaving Nature. And the common Grace he has, 
was not given with any Deſign to fave his Soul: 
Nor with any Deſign to do him any good at all ; 
but only to reſtrain him from hurting the Elect. 
So far from doing him good, that this Grace alſo 
neceſlarily increaſes his Damnation. And Gop 
knows this, you ſay; and deſigned it ſhould : It 
was one great End for which he gave it! Then 
I deſire to know, how is Gop good or loving ta 
this Man? either with regard to Time or Eter- 


nity ? 

XLIV. Let us ſuppoſe a particular Inſtance, 
Here ſtands a Man, who is reprobated from all 
Eternity; or, if you would expreſs it more 
ſmoothly, one who is not elected, whom Gop 
eternally decreed to paſs by. Thou haſt nothing 
therefore to expect from Gop after Death, but 
to be caſt into the Lake of Fire burning with Brim- 
ſtone; Gop having conſigned thy unborn Soul ta 
Hell, by a Decree which cannot paſs. And from 
the Time thou waſt born under the irrevocable 
Curſe of Gop, thou canſt have no Peace, For 
there is no Peace to the Wicked, and ſuch thou 
art doomed to continue, even from thy Mother's 
Womb. Accordingly Gop giveth thee of this 
World's Goods, on purpoſe to inhance thy Dam- 
nation, He giveth thee now Subſtance or 3 
in order hereafter to heap the more Coals of Fire 
upon thy Head, He filleth thee with Food, he 
maketh thee fat and well-liking, to make thee a 
more ſpecious Sacrifice to his Vengeance, Good- 
nature, Generofity, a good Underſtanding, vari- 
ous Knowledge, it may be, or Eloquence, are 
the 
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| CITE. 
the Flowers wherewith he adorneth thee, thou 
poor Victim, before thou art brought to the 
Slaughter. Thou haſt Grace too] but what 
Grace ? Not ſaving Grace. That is not for thee, 
but for the Ele& only. Thine may properly be 
termed damning Grace; ſince it is not only ſuch 
in the Event, but in the Intention, Thou re- 
ceivedſt it of Gop for that very* End, that thou 
mighteſt receive the greater Damnation. It was 
given not to convert thee, but only to convince ; 
not to make thee without Sin, but without Ex- 
cuſe; not to deſtroy, but to arm the Worm 
that never dieth, and to blow up the Fire that 
never ſhall be quenched. 8 
XLV. Now I beſceech you to conſider catm- 
ly, how is Gop good or loving to this Man ?- 
Is not this ſuch Love as makes your Bldod run 
cold? as cauſes the Ears of him that heareth to 
tingle? and can you believe, there is that Man 
on Earth or in Hell, who can truly tell Gop,. 
„Thus haſt thou done?“ Can you think, that 
the loving, the merciful Gop ever dealt thus with 
any Soul which he had made ? But you muſt, and 
do believe this, if you believe unconditional Elec- 
tion. For it holds Reprobation in its Boſom: 
They never were, never can be divided. Take 
then your Choice. If for the Sake of Election 
you will ſwallow Reprobation, well. But if you 
cannot digeſt this, you muſt neceſſarily give up 
unconditional Election. 
XLVI. “ But you cannot do this: For then 
« you ſhould be called a Pelagian, an Arminian, 
4 and what not?” and are you afraid of hard 
Names? Then you have not begun to be a 
Diſciple of JesUs CHRIST. No, that is not 
« the Caſe. But you are afraid, if you do not 


£ hold Election, you muſt hold Free-will, and - 
« ſo 
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4 fo rob Gop of his Glory in Man's Salva- 


& tion,” | 

I anſwer, 1. Many of the greateſt Maintainers 
of Election, utterly, deny the Conſequence, and 
do not allow, that even natural Free-will in Man, 
is repugnant to Gop's Glory. Theſe according- 
ly aſſert, that every Man living has a Meaſure 
of natural Free-will. So the A4//embly of Divines 
(and therein the Body of Calvinifts both in Eng- 
land and Scotland) ** Gor hath endued the Will 
« of Man with that natural Liberty, that is neither 
&© forced, nor, by an abſolute Neceſſity of Na- 
ce ture, determined to do Good or Evil.” (Chap. 
ix.) And this they aſſert of Man in his fallen State, 
even before he receives the Grace of Gop. 

But I do not carry Free-will ſo far; (I mean, 
not in moral Things) natural Free-will, in the 
preſent State of Mankind, I do not underſtand. I 
only aſſert, that there is a Meaſure of Free-will 
ſupernaturally reſtored to every Man, together 
with that ſupernatural Light, which inlightens every 
Man that cometh into the World. But indeed, 
whether this be natural or no, as to your Objec- 
tion it matters not. For that equally lies againſt 
both, againſt any Free-will of any Kind : Your 
Aſſertion being this, “ If Man has any Free-will, 
« God cannot have the whole Glory of his Sal- 
vation.“ Or, It is not ſo much for the Glory 
« of Gon, to ſave Man as a Free-agent, put in- 
© to a Capacity of concurring with his Grace on 
* the one Hand, and of reſiſting it on the other; 
as to ſave him in the Way of a neceſſary Agent, 
e by a Power which he cannot poſſibly reſiſt.“ 

XLVII. With regard to the former of theſe 
Aſſertions, „If Man has any Free-will, then 
% Gop cannot have the whole Glory of his Salva- 
tion,“ is your meaning this: If Man has any 

2 « Power 
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4 power to work out his own Salvation, then God 
« cannot have the whole Glory?“ If it be, I muſt 
aſk again, what do you mean, by Gop's © hay- 


ing the whole Glory?“ Do you mean, * his 


% doing the whole Work, without any Concur- 
« rence on Man's Part?“ If fo, your Aſſertion 1 is, 


4 If Man do at all work together with Gop, in 
% 2b ing out his own Salvation, then Gop does not 


% do the whole Work, without Man's working to- 
« gether with him.“ Moſt true, moſt ſure : But 


cannot you ſee, how Gop nevertheleſs may have 


all the Glory? Why the very Power to work te- 
gether with him, was from Gop. Therefore to 
him is all the Glory, Has not even Experience 

taught you this? have you not often felt, in a par- 


ticular Tempt tion, Power either to reſiſt or vield 


to the Grace of Gop ? and when you have yield- 


ed to work together with him, did you not find it 


very poſſible notwithſtanding, to give him all the 


Glory ? So that both Experience and Scripture are 


againſt you here, and make'it clear to every im- 


partial Inquirer, that tho' Man have Freedom to 
work or not work together with Gop, yet may 


Gop have the whole Glory of his Salvation. 
XLVIII. If then you fay, „We aſcribe to 
& God alone, the whole Glory of our Salvation,” 


IJ anſwer, So do we too. If you add, „ Nay, 
© hut we affirm, that Gop alone does the whole 


« Work, without Man's working at all;“ in one 
Senſe, we allow this alſo. We allow, it is the 
Work of Gop alone, to juſtify, to ſanctify, and 
to glorify, which three comprehend the whole of 
Salvation. Yet we cannot allow, that Man can 
only reſiſt, and not in any wiſe Wort together with 
Gop : Or, that Gop is ſo the whole Worker of 
our Salvation, as to exclude Man's working at 
all, This I dare not ſay ; for I cannot par 

Y 


TEE 
; Scripture : Nay; it is flatly contrary - thereto, 


For the Scripture is expreſs, that (having received 


Power from Gop) we are to work out our own 
Salvation And that (after the Work of Gop is 
begun in our Souls) we are //orkers together with: 
him. | 

XLIX. Your Objection, propoſed in another 
Form, is this: © It is not ſo much for the Glory 
& of Gop, to ſave Man as a Free- agent, put in- 
c toa Capacity of either concurring with, or re- 
&« ſiſting his Grace: As to fave him in the Way 
« of a neceſſary Agent, by a Power which he 


' & cannot poſſibly reſiſt.“ 


O that the Lord would anſwer for himſelf ! 
that he would ariſe and maintain his own Cauſe ! 
that he would no longer ſuffer his Servants, few 
as they are, to weaken one another's Hands, and 
to be wearied not only with the Contradiction of 
Sinners, but even of thoſe who are in a Meaſure 
faved from Sin! Wo is me that I am conſtrained to 
dwell with Meſheck ! among them that are Enemies 
to Peace ! I labour for Peace: but when I ſpeak 

thereof, they ſtill make themſelves ready for Battle. 
L. If it muſt be then, let us look one another 
in the Face. How is it more for the Glory of 
Go, to ſave Man irrefiſtibly, than to ſave him 
as a Free-agent, by ſuch Grace as he may either 
concur with or reſiſt? I fear you have a confuſed, 
unſcriptural Notion of “ the Glory of Gop.”? 
What do you mean by that Expreſſion? The 
Glory of Gop, ſtrictly ſpeaking, is his glorious 
Eſſence and his Attributes, which have been ever 
of old. And this Glory admits of no Increaſe, 
being the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and for ever. 
But the Scripture frequently ſpeaks of the Glory 
of Gop, in a Senſe ſomething different from this; 
meaning thereby, the Manifeſtation of his eſſen- 
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Senſe alone, that the Glory of Gop is ſaid to be 
advanced by Man. Now then this is the Point 
which it lies on you to prove, „That it does 
©. more eminently manifeſt the glorious Attributes 
& of GoD, more eſpecially his Juſtice, Mercy, 
© and Truth, to fave Man irrefiſtibly, than to 
« fave him by ſuch Grace as it is in his Power, 
£ either to concur with, or to reſiſt.” 

LE But you mult not imagine, I will be ſo un- 


wiſe, as to engage you here on this ſingle Point. 


I ſhall not now diſpute (which yet might be 
done) whether Salvation by irreſiſtible Grace 
(which indeed makes Man a mere Machine, and 
conſequently no more rewardable than puniſhable) 
whether, I ſay, Salvation by irreſiſtible Grace, 
conſidered apart from its Confequences, manifeſt 


the Glory of Gop more or leſs, than Salvation 


by Grace which may be reſiſted. Not fo; but 
{by the Aſſiſtance of Gop) I ſhall take your whole 
Scheme together; irreſiſtible Grace for the Elect, 


amplying the Denial of ſaving Grace to all others: 


or, unconditional Election, with its inſeparable 
Companion, unconditional Reprobation. 

The Caſe is clearly this. You may drive me, 
on the one Hand, unleſs I will contradict myſelf, 
or retract my Principles, to own a Meaſure of 
Free-will in every Man (tho' not by Nature, as 


the Aſſembly of Divines.) And on the other 


Hand, I can drive you, and every Aſſerter of un- 
conditional Election, unleſs you will contradict 


yourſelf, or retract your Principles, to own un- 
conditional Reprobation. 


Stand forth then, Free-will, on the one Side, 
and Reprobation on the other. And let us ſee, 
I whether 


tial Glory, of his eternal Power and Godhead,” 
and of his glorious Attributes, more eſpecially his 
- Juſtice, Mercy, and Truth. And it is in this 


[ 43] | 
whether the one Scheme, attended with the Ab- 
ſurdity (as you think it) of Free-will; or the other 
Scheme, attended with the Abſurdity of Reproba- 
tion, be the more defenſible. Let us fee (if it 
pleaſe the Father of Lights, to open the Eyes of 
our Underſtanding) which of theſe is more for the 
Glory of Gop, for the Diſplay of his glorious At- 
tributes, for the Manifeſtation of his Wiſdom, 
Juſtice, and Mercy to the Sons of Men. 

LII. Firſt, his Wiſdom. If Man be in ſome 
Meaſure free, if by that Light which lghteth every 
Alan that comes into the World, there be ſet before 
him Life and Death, Good and Evil; then how 
gloriouſly does the manifold Wiſdom of Gop ap- 
pear, in the whole Oeconomy of Man's Salva- 
tion? Being willing that all Men ſhould be ſaved, 
yet not willing to force them thereto ; willing that 
Men ſhould be ſaved, yet not as Trees or Stones, 
but as Men, as reaſonable Creatures, endued 
with Underſtanding to diſcern what is good, and 
Liberty, either to accept or refuſe it: How does 
he ſuit the whole Scheme of his Diſpenſations, to 
this his Teofzorr, his Plan, the Counſel of his 
Ni? His firſt Step is, to inlighten the Under- 
ſanding, by that general Knowledge of Good and 
Evil. To this he adds many ſecret Reproofs, if 
they act contrary to this Light: Many inward 
Convictions, which there is not a Man on Earth 
who has not often felt. At other Times he 
gently moves their Wills, he draws and woos 
them (as it were) to walk in the Light. He in- 
{ills into their Hearts good Deſires, tho perhaps 
they know not from whence they come. Thus 
far he proceeds with all the Children of Men, yea, 
even with thoſe who have not the Knowledge of 
his written Word. But in this, what a Field of 
Wiſdom is diſplayed, ſuppoſe Man be in ſome 
Degree 
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Degree a Free- agent? How is every Part of it ſuited 
to this End? To ſave Man, as Man; to ſet 
Life and Death before him, and then perſuade 
(not force him) to chuſe Life] According to this 
grand Purpoſe of Gop, a perfect Rule is firſt ſet 
before him, to ſerve as a Lantern to his Feet, and 
a Light in all his Paths. This is offered to him 
in form of a Law, inforced with the ſtrongeſt Sanc- 

tions, the moſt glorious Rewards for them that 
| obey, the ſevereſt Penalties on them that break 
it. To reclaim theſe, Gop uſes all Manner of 
Ways ; he tries every Avenue of their Souls. He 
applies ſometimes to their Underſtanding, ſhew- 
ing them the Folly of their Sins : Sometimes ta 
their Affections, tenderly expoſtulating with them 
for their Ingratitude, and even condeſcending to 
aſk, What could I have done for you (conſiſtent 
with my eternal Purpoſe, not to force you) wic 
1 have not done? He intermixes ſometimes 
Threats, Except ye repent, ye fhall all likewiſe pe- 
riſo: Sometimes Promiſes, Your Sins and your 
Tniquities will I remember no more. Now what 
Wiſdom is ſeen in all this, if Man may indeed 
chuſe Life or Death ? But if every Man be un- 
alterably conſigned to Heaven or Hell, before he 
comes from his Mother's Womb, where is the 
Wiſdom of this ? of dealing with him in every 
Reſpect, as if he were free, when it is no ſuch 
Thing? What avails, what can this whole Diſ- 
penſation of Gon, avail a Reprobate ? What 
are Promiſes or Threats, Expoſtulations or Re- 
Proofs to thee, thou Firebrand of Hell? What 
indeed (O my Brethren, ſuffer me to ſpeak ; for 1 
am full of Matter) but empty Force, but mere 
Grimace, ſounding Words, that mean juſt no- 
thing? O where (to wave all other Conſidera- 
tions now) is the Wiſdom of this Proceeding ? To 
what End does all this Apparatus ſerve? If you 


ſay, 
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fay, to inſure his Damnation : Alas, what needed 
that ? ſeeing this was inſured before the Founda- 
tion of the World. Let all Mankind then judge, 
which of theſe Accounts is more for the Glory of 
Gop's Wiſdom | 
LIH, We come next to his Juſtice. Now if 
Man be capable of chuſing Good or Evil, then 
is he a proper Object of the Juſtice of Gob, ac- 
quitting or condemning, rewarding or puniſhing, 
But otherwiſe he is not. A mere Machine is not 
capable of being either acquitted or condemned, 
Juſtice cannot puniſh a Stone for falling to the 
Ground ; nor (on your Scheme) a Man for falling 
into Sin. For he can no more help it than the 
Stone, if he be (in your Senſe) fore-ordained to 
this Condemnation, Why does this Man Sin? 
« He cannot ceaſe from Sin.” Why can't he 
ceaſe from Sin? “ Becauſe he has no ſaving 
« Grace.” Why Las he no faving Grace? 
&« Becauſe Gop, of his own good Pleafure, hath 
<« eternally decreed, not to give it him.” Is he 
then under an unavoidable Neceſſity of Sinning ? 
« Yes: As much as a Stone is of falling. He 
never had any more Power to ceaſe from Evil, 
© than a Stone has, to hang in the Air.” And 
ſhall this Man, for not doing what he never could 
do, and for doing what he never could avoid, be 
ſentenced to depart into everlaſting Fire, prepar- | 
ed for the Devil and his Angels? „ Yes, becaufe 41 
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„it is the ſovereign Will of FGop”—Then « you 9 
* « have either found a new Gon, or made one !” 1 
it This is not the Gop of the Chriſtians. Our 4 
7 Gop is juſt in all his Ways: He reapeth not F 
e where he hath not ſtrewed. He requireth only il 
Eg according to what he hath given: And where he 4 
N hath given little, little is required. The Glory 1 
® of his Juſtice is this, to reward every Man accord- 4 
u ng = 


2 
I 3 


9343 * 
— 2 . 
* * 4 


r 

ing to his Worts. Hereby is that glorious Attri- 
bute ſhewn, evidently ſet forth before Men and 
Angels, in that it is accepted of every Man ac- 
cording to that he hath, and not according to that 
he hath not. This is that juſt Decree which 
cannot paſs, either in Time or in Eternity. 

Thus one Scheme gives the Juſtice of Gop 
its full Scope, leaves room for it to be largely diſ- 
played in all its Branches: Whereas the other 
makes it a mere Shadow, yea, brings it abſolute- 
ly to nothing. | 

LIV. Juſt as gloriouſly does it diſplay his Love! 
ſuppoſing it to be fixt on one in ten of his Crea- 
tures; (might I not rather ſay, on one in an 
hundred?) and to have no Regard to the reſt, 
Let the Ninety and nine Reprobates periſh with- 
out Mercy, It is enough for him, to love and 
ſave the one Elect. But why will he have Mercy 
on theſe alone, and leave all thoſe to inevitable 


Deſtruction? „ He will—becauſe he will!“ O 


that Gop would give unto you who thus ſpeak, 
Meekneſs of Wiſdom ! then would I aſk, What 
would the univerſal Voice of Mankind pronounce 
of the Man that ſhould act thus? that being able 
to deliver Millions of Men from Death, with a 
fingle Breath of his Mouth, ſhould refuſe to fave 
any more than one in an hundred, and ſay, I 
«« will not, becauſe I will not.” How then do 
you exalt the Mercy of Gop, when you aſcribe 
ſuch a Proceeding to him ? what a ſtrange Com- 
ment is this on his own Word, that his Mercy 1s 
over all his Works ! 
Do you think to evade this by ſaying, His 
& Mercy is more diſplayed, in irrefiſtibly ſaving 
c the Elect, than it would be in giving the 
4 Choice of Salvation to all Men, and actual 
&« Salvation to thoſe that accepted it?“ How __ 
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make this appear, if you can. What Proof do 
you bring of this Aſſertion? I appeal to every im- 
partial Mind, whether the Reverſe be not obvi- 
ouſly true? whether the Mercy of Gop would 
not be far leſs gloriouſly diſplayed, in ſaving a 
few by his irreſiſtible Power, and leaving all the 
reſt without Help, without Hope, to periſh ever- 
laſtingly ; than in offering Salvation to eve 
Creature, actually faving all that conſent thereto, 
and doing for the reſt, all that infinite Wiſdom, 
Almighty Power, and boundleſs Love can do, 
without forcing them to be ſaved, which would 
be to deſtroy the very Nature that he had given 
them. I appeal, I ſay, to every impartial Mind, 
and to your own, if not quite blinded with Pre- 
judice, which of theſe Accounts places the Mercy 
of Gop, in the moſt advantageous Light? 

LV. Perhaps you will ſay, „“ But there are 


te other Attributes of Gobp, namely, his Sove- 


« reignty, Unchangableneſs, and Faithfulneſs. I 
« hope you do not deny theſe.” I anſwer, no; 
by no Means. The Sovereignty of Gop ap- 
pears, I. In fixing from Eternity that Decree 
touching the Sons of Men, He that believeth hall 
be ſaved : He that believeth not, ſhall be damned 
2. In all the general Circumſtances of Creation ; 
in the Time, the Place, the Manner of creating all 
Things : In appointing the Number and Kinds 
of Creatures, viſible and inviſible : 3. In allotting 
the natural Endowments of Men, theſe to one, 
and thoſe to another: 4. In diſpoſing the Time, 
Place, and other outward Circumſtances (as Pa- 
rents, Relations) attending the Birth of eve 

one: 5. In diſpenſing the various Gifts of his 
Spirit, for the Edification of his Church : 6. In 
ordering all temporal Things (as Health, Fortune, 


Friends) every Thing ſhort of Eternity. But in 


diſpo- 
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[48] 
_ diſpoſing the eternal States of Men, (allowing on- 
ly what was obſerved under the firſt Article) it 
is clear, that not Sovereignty alone, but Juſtice, 
Mercy, and Truth hold the Reins. The Go- 
vernour of Heaven and Earth, the I am, over 
all, Gop, bleſſed for ever, takes no Step here 
but as theſe direct, and prepare the Way before 
his Face, This is his eternal and irreſiſtible Will, 
as he hath reyealed unto us by his Spirit : De- 
claring in the ſtrongeſt Terms, adding his Oath to 
his Word, and becauſe he could ſwear by no 
greater, ſwearing by himſelf, At I live, faith the 
Lord Gop, 1 have no Pleaſure i in the Death of 
him that dieth, The Death of him that dieth can 
never be reſolved into my Pleaſure or ſovereign 
Will. No! it is impoſſible. We challenge all 
Mankind, to bring one clear, any us Proof to 
the contrary. You can bring no Scripture-Proof, 
that Gop ever did, or Aſſertion that he ever 
will, act as mere Sovereign | in eternally condemn- 
ing any Soul that ever was, or will be born in- 
to the World. 

LVI. Now, you are probably thinking of Eſau 
and Pharach. Do you then ſet it down as an 
unqueſtionable Truth, that theſe were eternall 
condemned, by the mere ſovereign Will of Gop ? 
Are you ſure, that they were eternally condemned ? 
Even that Point is not altogether certain. It is no 
where affirmed in Holy Writ : And it would coſt 

ou ſome Pains to prove it. It is true, Pharas))s 
Death was a Puniſhment from Gop : But it does 
not follow, that he was puniſhed everlaſtingly. 
And if he was, it was not by the mere ſovereign | 
Will of Gop, but becauſe of his own Stubborn- 
neſs and Impenitence. 

Of this Moſes has given us a particular Ac- 
count, Accordingly we read, Ihen Pharaoh ay 

' that 


40 


that there was reſpite, (after he was deliyered from 


the Plague of Frogs) he hardened his Heart, and 
hearkened not unto them (Exod. viii. 13.) So after 
the Plague of Flies; Pharaoh hardened his Heart 
at this Time alſo, neither would he let the People go. 
(ver. 32.) Again, When Pharaoh ſaw, that the 
Rain and the Hail were ceaſed, he ſinned yet more, 
and hardened his Heart, he and his Servants, ( Exod. 
ix. 34.) After Gon had given him all this Space 
to repent, and had expoſtulated with him for his 
obſtinate Impenitence, in thoſe ſolemn Words, 
How long wilt thou refuſe to humble thyſelf befare 
me? (Chap. x. 3.) what wonder is it, if Gop 
then hardened his Heart, that is, permitted Satan 
to harden it ? if he at length wholly withdrew 
his ſoftning Grace, and gave him up to a reprobate 
Mind? | . 

LVII. The Cafe of Eſau is widely different 
from this: Altho' his Conduct alſo is blameable 
in many Points. The fuſt was, the ſelling his 
Birth-right to Jacob (Gen. xxv. 31, &c.) The 
next, his marrying againſt his Father's Conſent 
(Chap. xxvi. ver. 34, 35-) but tis highly pro- 
bable he was ſenſible of his Fault; becauſe 
Iſaac appears to have been fully reconciled to 
him, when he ſaid, My Son, make me ſavoury 
meat, that my Soul may bleſs thee before 1 die, 
Gen. xxvii. ver. 4. 5 

In the following Verſes we have an Account af 
the Manner wherein he was ſupplanted by his 
Brother Jacob. Upon Tſaac's Relation of this, 
Eſau cried with a great and exceeding bitter Cry; 
(ver. 34.) and ſaid unto his Father, Bleſs me, 
even me alſa, O my Father ! but he found no 
Place, ſays the Apoſtle, for Repentance, for reco- 
vering the Bleſſing, 5% = ſought it carefully with 


Tears, 


[50] 
Tears. Thy Brother, ſaid Iſaac, hath talen away 
thy Bleſſing ; 1 have bleſſed him, yea, and he ſhall be 
bleſſed, So that all Eſa's Sorrow and Tears 
could not recover his Birthright, and the Bleſſing 


* 


annext thereto. 5 | 
And yet there is great Reaſon to hope, that 
E ſau (as well as Jacob) is now in Abraham's Bo- 
ſom. For altho' for a Time he hated Jacob, and 
afterward came againſt him with four hundred 
Men, very probably deſigning to take Revenge 
for the Injuries he had ſuſtained ; yet we find; 
when they met, Eſau ran and embraced him, and 
fell. on his Neck, and kiſſed him. So throughly 
had Gop changed his Heart. And why ſhould 
we doubt, but that happy Change continued? 
LVIII. You can ground no ſolid Objection to 
this, on St. Paul's Words, in the Epiſtle to the 
Romans: It was ſaid unto her, The Elder ſhall 
ſerve the Younger : As it is written, Jacob have 
1 loved, but Efau have I hated, Chap. ix. ver. 
12, 13. For it is undeniably plain, that both 
theſe Scriptures relate, not to the Perfons of Fa- 
cob and Eſau, but to their Deſcendants, the {/- 
raelites ſprung from Jacob, and the Edomites 
ſprung from Eſau. In this Senſe only did the 
Elder ( Eſau) ſerve the Younger : Not in his Per- 
ſon; (for Eſau never ſerved Jacob) but in his Po- 
ſterity. The Poſterity of the Elder Brother ſerved 
the Poſterity of the Vounger. | 
The other Text, referred to by the Apoſtle, 
runs thus. I loved Jacob, and I hated Eſau, and 
laid his Mountains, and his Heritage waſte for 
the Dragons of the Wilderneſs, Matth. i. 2. 
Whoſe Heitage was it that Gop laid waſte ? 
not that which Efjau perſonally enjoyed. But 
that of his Poſterity, the Edomites, for their enor- 
. | mousz 
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mous Sins, largely deſcribed by ſeveral of the 
Prophets. So neither here is there any Inſtance 
of any Man finally c | by the mere ſo- 
vereign Will of Goo. WWW 

LIX. The Unchangableneſs of Gon we allow 

likewiſe. In him is no Variableneſs, neither Sha- 
daw of Turning. But you ſeem to lie under a 
Miſtake, concerning this alſo, for want of obſerv- 
ing the Scripture-Account of it. The Scripture 
teaches, 1. That Gop is unchangable, with re- 
gard to his Decrees. But what Decrees ? the 
{ame that he has commanded to be preached to 
every Creature. ** He that believeth, ſhall be ſaved ; 
he that believeth not, ſhall be damned.” The Scrip- 
ture teaches, 2. That Gop is unchangable with 
regard to his Love and Hatred. But how ? ob- 
ſerve this well ; for it is your grand Miſtake, and 
the Root of almoſt all the rell Gop unchang- 
ably loveth Righteouſneſs, and hateth Iniquity. 
Unchangably he loveth Faith, and unchangably 
hateth Unbelief. In Conſequence hereof he un- 
changably loves the Righteous, and hateth the 
Workers of Iniquity. He unchangably loves them 
that believe, and hates wilfull, obſtinate Unbe- 
lievers. So that the Scripture-Account of God's 
Unchangableneſs, with regard to his Decrees, is 
this: He has unchangably decreed to fave holy : 
Believers, and to condemn obſtinate, impenitent 1 
Unbelievers. And, according to Scripture, his li 
le Unchangableneſs of Aeon, properly and pri- 

„ J mwarily regards Tempers, and not Perſons : And 4 
7 Perſons (as Enoch, Noah, Abraham) only as 3 
Pp thoſe Tempers are found in them. Let then the 
* Unchangableneſs of Cop be put on the right 
ut Foot, let the Scripture be allowed to fix the Ob- 
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| Jets of it, and it will full as ſoon prove Tranfub- 


ſtantiation, as unconditional Election. 
LX. The Faithfulneſs of Gop may be termed 
a Branch of his Truth. He will perform what he 


| hath promiſed. But then let us inquire of the 


Oracle of God, to whom are the Promiſes made: 
the Promiſes of Life and Immortality? The An- 
{wer is, To: Abraham and his Seed, that is, to thoſe 
who walk in the Steps of the Faith of their Father 
Abraham. To thoſe who believe, as Believers, 
are the Goſpel-Promiſes made. Jo theſe hath 
the faithful Gop engaged, that he will do what 
he hath ſpoken. He will fulfill his. Covenant and 
Promiſe which he hath made to @ thouſand Genera- 
tions The Sum of which is, (as we find it ex- 


preſly declared, by the Spirit of GoD, the Lord 


will give Grace (more Grace) and Glory, and no 
good Thing will be with-hold from them that 
live a godly Life. 

LXI. This Covenant of Gop I underſtand: 
But I have heard of another which I undexſtand 
not. TI have heard, that Gop the Father made 
« a Covenant with his Son, before. the World 
began, wherein the Son agreed to ſuffer: ſuch 


„ and ſuch Things, and the Father to give him 


« ſuch and ſuch Souls for a Recompence : That 
in Conſequence of this, thoſe Souls mu? be 
&« faved, and thoſe only, fo that all others muff 
„be damned.” I beſeech you, where is this 
written ? in what Part of Scripture is this Cove- 
nant to be found? We may well expect a Thing 
of this Moment to be revealed very expreſly, with 
the utmoſt Clearneſs and Solemnity ! but where 
is this done? and if it is not done, if there is no. 
fuch Account in all the Bible : Which ſhall we 
wonder at moſt, that any ſerious Man ſhould ad- 


Vance, 
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vance, or that Thouſands ſhould believe, ſo 
ſtrange an Aſſertion, without one plain Text of 
Scripture to fupport it, from Geneſis to the Re- 
velation £ : 

LXII. I ſuppoſe you do not imagine, that the 
bare Word Covenant, if it occurred eyer ſo often 
in Holy Writ, is a Proof of any ſuch Cove- 
nant as this. The grand Covenant which we al- 
low to be mentioned therein, is a Covenant be- 
tween Gop and Man, eſtabliſhed in the Hand of 
a Mediator, who taſted Death for every Man, and 
thereby purchaſed it for all the Children of Men. 
The Tenor of it (ſo often mentioned already} is 
this: * Whoſoever believeth unto the End, fo as 
„ to ſhew his Faith by his Works, I the Lord 
«© will reward that Soul eternally. But whoſoever 
vill not believe, and conſequently dieth in his 
« Sins, I will puniſh him with everlaſting De- 


« ſtruction. 


LXIII. To examine throughly, whether this 
Covenant between Gop and Man be unconditio- 
nal or conditional, it may be needfull to go back 


as far as Abraham, the Father of the Faithfull: 


To inquire, what Manner of Covenant it was, 
which Gop made with him? and whether any 
Reaſon be aſhgned, of Gop's peculiarly bleſſing 
Abraham, and all the Nations of the Earth in 
him ? 

The firſt mention of the Covenant between 
Gop and him, occurs Gen. xv. 18. The ſame Day 
the Lord made a Covenant with Abram, ſaying, 
Unto thy Seed will I give this Land, But this is 
much more explicitly related in the Seventeenth - 
Chapter, ver. 1, Sc. The Lord appeared unto 
Abram, and ſaid unto him, I am the Almighty 
Gop ; walk before me, and be thou perfecm. And 

E 3 4 will 
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T will make my Covenant between me and thee, and 
will multiply thee exceedingly. And Abram fell on 
his Face; and Gop talked with him, ſaying, As 
for me, behold my Covenant is with thee, and thou 
Halt be a Father* of many Nations. Neither ſhall 
thy Name any more be called Abram, but thy Name 
fhall be Abraham : fer a Father of many Nations 
have I made thee. And I will eſtabliſh my Cove- 
want between me and thee, and thy Seed after thee, 
for an everlaſting Covenant, ta be a GzoD unta thee, 
and to thy Seed after thee—Every Man-child among 
you ſhall be circumciſed—1t ſhall be a Token of the 
Cvvenant betwixt me and you—The wuncrcumciſed 
Man- child Hall he cut off ; he hath broken my Co- 
venant. So we ſee, this original Covenant, tho 
everlaſiing, was conditional, and Man's failing in 
the Condition, cleared Gop. | 
LXIV. We have St. Paul's Account of this 
Covenant of Gop with Abraham, in the Fourth 
Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Romans (ver. 3, Sc.) 
Abraham, ſaith he, believed Gop, and it was 
counted to him for Righteouſneſs. (This was a 
little before - Gop eſtabliſhed his Covenant with 
him, and is related Gen. xv. G.) And he received 
the Sign of Circumciſion, a Seal of the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Faith which he had yet being uncircum- 
cifed, that he might be the Father of all them that 
believe, though they be not carcumciſed, that Righte- 
euſneſs might be imputed unto them alſo + Aud the 
Father of Circumci ſion (i. e. of them that are cir- 
cumciſed) to them who are not of the Circumciſion 
only, but alſo walk in the Steps of that Faith of our 
Father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircum- 
ciſed. Now if theſe Words do not expreſs a con- 
ditional Covenant, certainly none can. ” 


} 
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5 LXV The Nature and Ground of this Cove 


nant of Gon with Abraham is farther explained, 
Gen. xviii. 19, &c. And the Lord ſaid, Shall I 
hide from Abraham that Thing which 1 de] ſeeing 
all the Nations of the Earth fhall be bleſſed in 
bim? For I knew him, that he will command his 
Children, and his Houſhold after him; and they ſhall 
keep the Way of the Lord, to do Fuſtice and Fudg- 
ment, that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that 
which he hath ſpoken of bim. | 

Does Gop fay here, I will de it, becauſe 7 
will ? Nothing lefs. The Reaſon is explicitly 
aſſigned : All Nations ſhall be bleſſed in him For 
he will command his Children, and they ſhall keep 
the Way of the Lord. 

This Reaſon is yet more (clearly, it cannot, 
but more) fully ſet down in the Twenty-ſecond 
Chapter (ver. 16, &c.) 

By myſelf have I ſworn, faith the Lord, BE- 
CAUSE thou haft done this Thing, and haſt not with. 
held thy Son, thine only Son : That in Bleſſing I will bleſs 
thee—and in thy Seed ſhall all the Nations of the 
Earth be bleſſed ; (that is, the Meſſiah ſhall ſpring 
from thee) BECAUSE thou haſt obeyed my Voice. 

This is yet againdeclared, Chap. xxvi. (ver. 2, 
&c.) And the Lord appeared unto 1ſaac, and ſaid 
»—S9journ in this Land, and I will be with thee, 
and bleſs thee : For unto thee, and unto thy Seed 1 
will perform the Oath which I ſware unto Abraham 
thy Father. In thy Seed ſhall all Nations of the 
Earth be bleſſed : BEe Aus that Abraham dbeyed 
my Voice, and kept my Charge, my Commandments, 
my Statutes, and my Laws. | 

LXVI. This Covenant made to Abraham and 
his Seed, is mentioned again, £ xd. xix. (ver. 3, 
&c.) And the Lord called unte Moſes, ſaying, Thus 
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Hall thou ſay to the Houſe of Jatob, and tell the 
Children of 1ſrael, Ye have ſeen what I did to the 
Egyptians, and how I bare you on Eagles Wings, 
and brought you unto myſelf. Now therefore, Ir ye 
will obey my Voice indeed, and keep my Covenant, 


then ye ſhall be a peculiar Treaſure unto me, above 


all People. 
In the following Chapter Gop declares the 
Terms of the Covenant they were to keep, in 
Ten Commandments, And theſe themſelves are 
ſometimes termed, The Covenant ; ſometimes, 
The Book of the Covenant. 80 Chap. xxiv. (ver. 4, 
&c.) after Gop had made an End of ſpeaking to 
the People, it is ſaid, And Moſes wrote" all the 
Words of the Lord, and roſe up early in the Morn- 
ing—and he took the Book of the Covenant, and read 
in the Audience of the People: And they ſaid, All 
that the Lord hath ſaid will we do. And Moſes 
took the Blood (of the Burnt- offering) and ſprinkled 
it on the People, and ſaid, Behold the Blood of the 
Covenant which the Lord hath made with you con- 
cerning all theſe Words, | 

After the People had broken this Covenant by 
worſhipping the Golden Calf, Gop renews it, 
Chap. xxxiv. where we read (ver. 27, 28.) And 
the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Mrite thou theſe Wards, 
for after the Tenor of theſe Words I have made a 
Covenant with thee and with 1ſrael—and he wrote 
upon the Tables, the Wards of the Covenant, the Ten 
Commanaments. | 

LXVII. According to the Tenor of this Cove- 
nant, made to Abraham and his Seed, God after- 
ward declares (Levit. xxvi. ver. 3, &c.) If ye 
walk in my Statutes, and keep my Commandments, 
and do them, then I will eftabliſh my Covenant with 
you, and I will be your Gob, and ye ſhall be my 
- * 5 eo ple o 
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People. But if ye will not hearken unto me, ſo that 


ye will not do all my Commandments, but that ye break 


my Covenant, I will ſet my Face againſt you, and I 
will avenge the Quarrel of my Covenant—yet if they 
ſhall confeſs their Imquity, and if their uncircumciſed 
Hearts be bumbled—then will I remember my Cove- 
nant with Jacob, and alſo my Covenant with Iſaac, 
and alſo my Covenant with Abraham will I remem- 
ber. Conſequently the Covenant with Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob was conditional, as well as that 
with their Poſterity. 

LXVUI. „ But is not the Faithfulneſs of 
God engaged to keep all that now believe from 
« falling away ?” I can not ſay that. Whatever 
Aſſurance Gop may give to particular Souls, I 
find no general Promiſe in Holy. Writ, „That 
„ none who once believes ſhall finally fall.” Yet, 
to ſay the Truth, this is ſo pleaſing an Opinion, ſo 
agreeable.to Fleſh and Blood, fo ſuitable to what- 
ever of Nature remains, in thoſe who have taſted 
the Grace of Cop, that I ſee nothing but the 
mighty Power of Gop, which can reſtrain an 
who hears it from cloſing with it. But ſtill it 
wants one Thing to recommend it, plain, cogent 
Scripture-Proof. | x 

Arguments from Experience alone will never 
determine this Point. They can only prove thus 
much, on the one Hand, that our Lord is exceed- 
ing patient, that he is peculiarly unwilling any 
Believer ſhould periſh ; that he bears long, very 
long with all their Follies, waiting to, be gracious, 
and to hear their Backſliding ; and that he does 
actually bring back many loſt Sheep, who, to 
Man's Apprehenſion, were irrecoverable: But all 
this does-not amount to a convincing Proof, that 
no Belicver can or does fall from Grace, So that 
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this Argument, from Experience, will weigh little. 
with thoſe who believe the Poſſibility of F ng 
And it will weigh full as little with thoſe who. 
do not. For if you produce ever ſo many Ex- 
amples of thoſe who were once ſtrong in Faith, and 
are now more abandoned than ever, they will 
evade it by ſaying, © O, but they will be brought 
* back ; they will not die in their Sins.” And 
if they do die in their Sins, we come no nearer; 
we have not gained one Point ſtill. For it is eaſy 
to ſay, „They were only Hypocrites; they never 
« had true Faith.” Therefore Scripture alone 
can determine this Queſtion. And Scripture does 
ſo fully determine it, that there needs only to ſet 
down a very few Texts, with ſome ſhort Reflec- 
tions upon them. TO 
LXIX. That one who is a true Believer, or, in 
ether Words, one who is holy or righteous in 
the Judgment of Gon himſelf, may nevertheleſs. 
finally fall from Grace, appears 1. From the 
Word of God by Erzkiel, (Chap. xviii. ver. 24.) 
When the Righteous turneth away on his Righte- 
„ end committeth Iniguity, in his Treſpaſs that 
25 220 treſpaſal, and in his Sin that hy rt in- 
ned, in them ſhall he die. | 
Do ou object, © This Chapter relates 
« wholly and ſolely to the Jewiſb Church and. 
« Nation?” I anſwer, Prove this: Till then I 
ſhall believe that many Parts of it concern all 
If you ſay, 2. The Righteouſneſs ſpoken of 

<& in this Chapter, was merely an outward Righte- 
„ ouſneſs, without any inward Principle of Grace 


see a Pamphlet, intitled, The Dofrine of the 
Saint's Final Perſeverance, aſſerted and windicated. 
| | cc or 


a 


* 


3 


IIe by Þ wo. eee 


{ %Ti% 0 © = 


12 ET”. - 
ei or Holinefs:” 1 aſk, How is this confiſtent 
with the 31ſt Verſe, Caſt away from you all your 
Tranſgreſſions whereby ye have tranſgreſſed, and 
make you a new Heart, and a new Spirit? Is this 
a * merely outward Righteouſneſs, without an 
« inward Principle of Grace or Holineſs ? | 

Will you add, But admitting the Perſon here 
ſpoken of, to be a truly righteous Man, what is 
here ſaid is only a Suppoſition.“ That I flatly 
deny. Read over the Chapter again, and you will 
ſee the Facts there laid down, to be not barely 
ſuppoſed, but expreſly aſſerted. | 

That the Death here mentioned is eternal 
Death, appears from the 26th Verſe. 

When a righteous Man turneth away from his 
Righteouſneſs, and committeth Iniquity, and dieth 
in them (here is temporal Death) for his Iniquity 
that he hath done he ſhall die. Here is Death 
eternal, | | 

If you aſſert, (Both theſe Expreſſions fignify 
« the ſame Thing, and not two different 
„Deathg: You put a palpable Force upon the 
Text, in order to make the Holy Ghoſt ſpeak 
Nonſenſe. | 3 

« Dying in his Iniquity (you ſay) is the ſame 
“ Thing as dying for his Iniguity.“ Then the 
Text means thus: When he dieth in them, he 
« ſhall die in them.“ A very deep Diſcovery ! 

But you ſay, It cannot be underſtood of eter- 
« nal Death; "becauſe they might be delivered 
„ from it by Repentance and Reformation.“ 
And why might they not by ſuch Repentance as 
is mentioned in the 3 iſt Verſe, be delivered from 
eternal Death? oh | | 


But 
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But che whole Chapter, you think, bid: no- 


thing to do with the ſpiritual and eternal Affain 


of Men.” 

I believe every impartial Man will think quite 
Ra contrary, if he reads calmly either the Begin. 
ning of it: All Souls are wo faith the Lord 
God ; the Soul that ſinneth, it 2 die; (where I 
can by no Means — that by the Death of the 


Soul is meant only a temporal Aſfliction“) Or 


the Concluſion, Repent, and turn your ſelves from 
all your Tranſgreſſions ; ſo Iniguity ſhall not be your 
Ruin. Caſt away from you all your Tran ſgreſſion,, 
whereby ye have tranſgreſſed, and make you a new 
Heart, and a new Spirit, for why will ye die, 0 
Houſe of 1jrael ? | 

It remains then, one who 1s righteous i in the 
Judgment of Gop himſelf, may finally fall from 
Grace. 

LXX. Secondly, That one who is indued with 
the Faith, which produces a good Conſcience, 
may never the leſs finally fall, appears from the 
Words of St. Paul to Timothy (1 Tim. xix. 20.) 
Har a good Warfare, holding Faith and a gaad 
Conſcience, which ſome having put away, concern- 
ing Faith have made Shipwreck. 

' Obſerve 1. Theſe Men had once the Faith 


that produces a good Conſcience, which they once 


had, or they could not have put it away. 
| Obſerve 2. They made ſhipwreck of the F ah 
which neceſſarily implies the total and final Lok 
of it. 

| You object, Nay, the putting away a good 


e Conſcience does not ſuppoſe they had it, but 


t rather that they had it not.“ 

This is really ſurprizing. But how do you 
prove it? & Why, by As xlii. 40. where 1 
« Pau 


| EL ed [98] + 
no- cc Paul ſays to the Jews, It was neceſſary that 
airs « the Word of Gop ſbould firſt have been ſpolen 


c to you. But ſeeing ye put it from you—lo, we 


lite | c turn to the Gentiles,” Here you ſee the Jews, 
n- who never had the Goſpel, are ſaid to put it 
* : away. 5 ok 

re 


How! are you ſure they “ never had what 
the ce they are here ſaid to put away?” Not fo. 
Or What they put away, it is undeniable they had till 
2 they put it away : namely, The Mord of Gor 


your i ſpoken by Paul and Barnabas, This Inſtance 
ons, therefore makes full againſt you. It proves juſt the 
new Reverſe of what you cited it for. 

„ 0 But you object further, „Men may have 4 


good © Conſcience in ſome Senſe, without true 
the Faith. | 


rom [ grant it, in a reftrained, limited Senſe ; but 
| not a good Conſcience, ſimply and abſolutely, ſpeak- 
with ing. But ſuch is that of which the Apoſtle here 
nce, ſpeaks, and which he exhorts T:mothy to held fa/t. 
the Unleſs you apprehend, that the Holding it Faſt like- 
20.) wiſe “ rather ſuppoſes he never had it.” 
good “ But the Faith here mentioned means only 
ern « the Doctrine of Faith.” I want better Proof 
| of this. : 5 : 
aith It remains then, one who has the Faith which 
once produces a good Conſcience, may yet finally fall. 
LXXI. "Thirdly, Thoſe who“ are grafted into — 
ait, the good Olive- tree, the ſpiritual, inviſible 
Loſs Church, may nevertheleſs finally fall. 

For thus ſaith the Apoſtle, Se of the Branches 
good are broken off, and thou art graſted in among them, 
but and with them partakeſt of the Root and Patrefs if 

the Olive-tree, Be not bigh-minded, but fear : If 
you Gop ſpared not the natural Branches, tate weed 
e St i he ſhare no: thee, Behald the Goodi.nfs avd 


Paul 1 Fever it 5 


1 62 1 

Feverity o A G05! on them . fell, Severity, But 
toward thee, Goodneſs, F thou continue in his Good- 
. f Otherwiſe thou ſhalt be cut off, Rom. xi. 17, &c. 

We may obſerve here, 1. The Perſons ſpoken 
to, were actually engrafted into the Olive- tree: 

2. This Olive-tree is not barely the outward, 
viſible Church, but the inviſible, conſiſting of holy 
Believers. So the Text. F the firſt Fruit 4 
holy, the Lump is holy ; and if the- Root be hoh, fo 
are the Branches, And, becauſe of Unbelief they 
were broken off, and chew flandeft by Faith. 

. Theſe holy Believers were ſtill liable to be 
cut off from the inviſible Church, into which they 
were then grafted. 

4. Here is not the leaſt Intimation of their be- 
ing ever grafted in again. 

o this you object, 1. This Olive-tree is 
< not the inviſible Church, but only the outward 
4 Goſpel-Church-State.” You affirm this; and 
I prove the contrary : namely, that it is the in- 
viſible Church: For, it “ conſiſts of holy Be- 
<« levers, which none but the inviſible Church 
does. 

You object, 2.“ The Jews whe were broken 
« off, were never true Believers in CHRIST. 

Jam not ſpeaking of the Jews, but of thoſe 
Gentiles, who are mentioned in the 22d Verſe : 
Whom St. Paul exhorts to continue in his G 
neſs; otherwiſe, ſaith he, thou ſhalt be cut off. 
Now, I preſume, theſe were true Believers in 
CHnrisT. Yet they were ſtill liable to be cut . 

You aflert, 3. This is only a cutting off, 
from the outward Church-State.” But how is 
this proved? ſo forced and unnatural a Conftruc- 
tion, requires ſome Argument to ſupport it. 
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You fay, 4 © There is a ſtrong Intimation, 
* that they ſhall be grafted in again.” No. 
Not that thoſe Gentiles, who did not" continue in 
his Goodneſs, ſhould be grafted in, after they were 
once cut off] I cannot find the leaſt Intimation of 
this. © But all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved.” I believe 
they will ; but this does not imply the re-ingraft- 
ing of theſe Gentiles. 

It remains then, that thoſe who are grafted in- 
to the ſpiritual, inviſible Church, may neverthe- 
leſs finally fall. | 

LXXII. Fourthly, Thoſe who are Branches of 
CHRIST, the true Vine, may yet finally fall from 
Grace. 

For thus ſaith our bleſſed Lord himſelf, I am 
the true Vine, and my Father is the Huſbandman. 
Every Branch in me that beareth not Fruit, ht 
taketh away. I am the Vine, ye are the Bronches. 
If a Man abide not in me, he is caſt forth as a 
Branch, and is withered, and Men gather them; 
and caft them into the Fire, and they are burned, 
John xv. 1, &c. 

Here we may obſerve, 1. The Perſons ſpoken 
of were in Chri/t, Branches e the true Vine: * 
2. Some of theſe Branches abide not in Chriſt, 
but the Father taketh them away : 

The Branches which abide not, are caft forth, 
caſt out from CaRIsT and his Church : 

4. They are not only caf? forth, but withered ; 
conſequently, never grafted in again. 

5. They are not only cat forth and withered, 
but alſo caſt into the Fire And 

6. They are burn:d, It is not polkle for 
Words more ſtrongly to declare, that thoſe who 
are Branches of the true Vine may finally fall. 
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[ 64 ] 
But this, you ſay, furniſnes an Argument for, 
not againſt, the Perſeverance of the Saints.“ 

Yes, juſt ſuch an Argument for final Perſeve- 
rance, as the aboye-cited Words of St. Paul to 
Timothy. TY 

But how do you make it. out? why thus. 
< There are two ſorts of Branches in CHRIST the 
„% Vine: The one fruitſul, the other unfruitful, 
„The one are eternally choſen, and theſe abide in 
him, and can never wither away.” Nay, this 
is the very Point to be proved. So that you now, 
immediately and directly, beg the Queſtion. 
„The other ſort of Branches are ſuch as are 
« in CHRIST only by Profeflian : Who get into 
„Churches, and ſo are reckoned 4h CHRIST, and 
« theſe in Time wither away. Theſe never had 
« any Life, Grace or Fruitfulneſs from him.” 

Surely you do not offer this, by Way of Ar- 
zument !] you are again taking for granted the 
yery Point to be proved. 

But you will prove, that “ thoſe are Branches 
„% ix CHRIST, Who never had any Life ar Grace 
« from him, becauſe the Churches of Judea and 
« Theſſalonica are ſaid to be in CHRIS 7, tho 
every individual Member was not favingly in 
„him.“ I deny the Conſequence, which can 
never be made good, unleſs you can prove, that 
thoſe very Jews or Theſſalonians, who never had 
any Lite or Grace from him, are nevertheleſs 
faid by our Lord, to be Branches in him. | 

It remains, that true Believers, who are 
Branches of the true Vine, may nevertheleſs fi- 
nally fall. 

LXXIII. Fiſchly, Thoſe who ſo effectually 
know CHRIST, as by that Knowledge to have 
efcaped the Pollutions of the World, may yet fall 


back 


65“ 
back into thoſe Pollutions, and periſh everlaſt- 


ingly. | 

2 thus ſaith the Apoſtle Peter, F after they 
have eſcaped the Pollutions of the World, thro' the 
Knowledge of the Lord and Saviour JesUs CHRIST, 
(the only poſſible Way of eſcaping them) they are 
iutangled again therein and overcome, the latter End 
is worſe with them than the Beginning, 2 Pet. ii. 
20, 21. 

But you fay, 1. Their Knowledge was not 
« an experimental Knowledge.” And how do 
you prove this? << Becauſe had it been ſuch, they 
% could not have loſt it.” You are begging the 
Queſtion again. 

You ſay, 2. Eſcaping the Pollutions of the 
* Morld, ſignifies no more than an outward Re- 
6 formation, How prove you that? you aim 
at no Proof at all. But he that will grant * 
may. 

Vou ſay, 3.“ Theſe Perſons never had any 
« Change wrought upon them. They were no 
« other than Dogs and Swine, not only before 
and after, but even while they outwardly ab- 
* ſtained from groſs Enormities.“ 

I grant, that before and after that Time, dur- 
ing which they eſcaped the Pellutions of the World, 
(or, as St. Peter words it in his former Epiſtle, 
the Corruption that is in the World) they might 
well be termed either Dogs or $twine, from their 
groſs Enormities. But that they deſerved ſuch an 
Appe lation during that Time, I cannot grant with- 
out ſome Proof. 

It remains, that thoſe who by the inward 
Knowledge of CHRIST, have eſcaped the Pollu- 
tions of the World, may yet fall back into thoſe 
Pollutions, and perith everlaſtingly. 


1. Fil LXXIV. 
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LXXIV. Sixthly, Thoſe who ſee the Light” of” 


the Glory of Gop in the Face of JesUs CHRIST, 


and who have been made Partakers of the Holy 
Ghoſt, of the Witneſs and the Fruits of the Spi- 
rit, may nevertheleſs ſo fall from Gop, as to pe- 
riſh everlaſtingly. 

For thus faith the Writer to the Hebrews, It is 
impoſeble for theſe who were once inlightexed, and 
have taſted of the heavenly Gift, and were made 
Partakers of the Holy GE. If they full away; 10 
renew them again to Repentance ; ſeeing they crucify 
to themſelves the Son of Gop afreſh, and put him 
to an open Shame, 

Muſt not every unprejudiced Perſon ſee, the 
Expreſſions here uſed are fo ſtrong and clear, that 
they cannot without groſs and-palpable Wreſting, 
be underſtood of any but true Believers ? 

„ But the Apoſtle makes only a Suppoſition, 
% If they ſhall fall away.” 

The Apoſtle makes no Suppoſition at all. 
There is no i, in the Original. The Words are 
Aduvatov Ts a 8 ral ragare- 


con. That is, in plain Engliſh, It is im- 
poſſible to renew again unto. Repentance, thoſe who 
were once inligbtened, and have fallen away. 

* No. The Words in the Original lie literally 
* thus. It is impoſſible for thoſe who were once 
ve enlightened—and they falling away, to renew 
« them again unto Repentance : ' hat is, ſhould 
« they fall away, which is in plain Engliſb, If 
<« they fall away.” 

Excuſe me for ſpeaking plain Engl; here. 
Shall a Man lie for Gov F either you or I do; 
for I flatly aver. (and let all that underſtand Greet 
judge between us) that the Words in the Origi- 
nal do. not lic literally thus, Aud they falling 


away 


167 1 


away (if fo, they muſt be nas Tapamnoags. 


in the Preſent Tenſe; not xa: TxeaTtrovlac, 


in the Indefinite) but that they are tranſlated, And 
have fallen away ; as literally as the Englih 
Tongue will bear. | 
Therefore here is no i in the Caſe, no Suppo- 
ſition at all, but a plain Declaration of Matter 
of Fact. IT x 

LXXV. « But why do you imagine theſe 
4 Perſons were true Beltevers ?”* Becauſe all the 
Expreſſions, in their eaſy, natural Senſe, imply 
it, | 

They were once inligtened : An Expreſſion fa- 
miliar with the Apoſtle, and never by him ap- 
plied to any but Believers. So the Gop of ou. 
Lord Tesus CHRIS, give unto you the Spirit o 
Wiſdom and Revelation—The Eyes of your Under- 
ſtanding being inlightened, that ye may know what 
is the Hope of his Calling — And what is the ex- 
ceeding Greatneſs of his Glory, to us ward that be- 
lieve, Eph. i. 17, &c. So again, Gop, who com- 
manded the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath 
ſhined in our Hearts, to give the Light of the 
Knowledge of the Glory of Go in the Face of 
Jesus CHRIST, 2 Cor. iv. 6. 

<< Nay, they were inlightened means only, they 
4 were baptized; or, knew the Doctrines of the 
„ Goſpel.” | 

I cannot believe this, till you bring me a few 
Paſſages from St. Paul's Writings, wherein that 
Expreſſion is evidently taken in either of theſe 
Senſes. | 

Again. They had taſted of the heavenly Gift, 
(emphatically ſo called) and were made partakers 
of the Hay Get. So St. Peter likewiſe couples 
them together, (As ii. 38.) Be baptized for the 
: g | Remiſſion 

4 


mY £ - pas 
Remiſſion of Sins, and ye ſhall receive the Gift of. 
the Holy Ghoſt. Whereby the Love of Gop was C 
ſhed abroad in their Hearts, with all the other c 
Fruits of his Spirit. 

The Expreflion, they had taſted of the heavenly 0 
Gift, is taken from the Pſalmiſt, Taft and ſee that -1 
the Lord is good. As if he had ſaid, Be ye as aſ- 
ſured of his Love, as of any Thing you ſee with 
your Eyes. And let. the Aſſurance thereof be | 

| 
{ 


ſweet to your Soul, as Honey is to your Tongue, 
But this means only, they had ſome Notions: 
„ of Remiſſion of Sins and Heaven, and ſome 
„ Deſires after them. And they had received the 
extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt.” This - 
you affirmed ; but without any Colour of Proof. 
j It remains, that thoſe who ſee the Light of the 
8 Glory of Gop, in the Faith of Jesus CHRIST, 
i and who have been made Partakers of the Holy 
Ghoſt, of the Witneſs and the Fruits of the Spi- 
rit, may nevertheleſs ſo fall from Gop, as to pe- 
riſh everlaſtingly. | 
LXXVI. Seventhly, Thoſe who live by Faith, 
may yet fall from Gop, and periſh everlaſtingly. 
For thus faith the Apoſtle, The Juſt ſhall live 
by Faith ; but if any Man draw back, my Soul ſhall 
have no Pleaſure in him, Heb. x. 38. The juſt, 
the juſtified Perſon, of whom only this can be 
ſaid) hall live by Faith, even now ſhall live the 
Life which is hid with CHRISTH in Gop: And 
if he endure unto the End, ſhall live with Gop 
for ever. But if any Man draws bach, ſaith the 
Lord, my Soul ſhall have no Pleaſure in him : 
That is, I will utterly caſt him off, and accord- 
ingly the drawing back here ſpoken of, is termed 
in the Verſe immediately following, drawing back 
ta Perditian. 


* But 
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F, x But the Perſon ſuppoſed to draw back, is not 
ö « the ſame with him that is ſaid to- live by 
« Faith.“ 

I anſwer. 1. Who is it then? can 1 any Man 
| draw back from Faith who never came to it ? 
But 
2. Had the Text been fairly tranſlated, there 
had been no Pretence for this Objection. For 
the Original runs thus: O du e Ti5tws 


yoelai x tay vregeN If o dun, G-, the 
juſt Man that lives by Faith (fo the Expreſſion ne- 
— implies, there being no other Nominative 
to the Verb) draws back, my Soul ſhall have na 


: Pleaſure in him. 


<« But your Tranſlation too is inaccurate. ” Be 
pleaſed to ſhew me wherein ? 
« I grant he may draw back: And yet not 
„draw back to Perdition.” But then it is not 
the drawing back which is here ſpoken of. 
«© However, here is only a Suppoſition, which 
proves no Fact.“ I obſerve you take that as a 
| general Rule, Suppoſitions prove no Facts. But 
this is not true. They do not always: But many 
Times they do. And whether they do or no in 

z particular Text, muſt be judged from the Na- 
ture of the Suppoſition, and from the preceding 
and following Words. 

« But the inſerting any Man into the Text, 
« is agreeable to the grammatical Conſtruction of 
„the Words.” This I totally deny. There is 
no Need of any ſuch Inſertion, The preceding 
Nominative ſuffices. | 

“ But one that lives by Faith, cannot draw 
de back. For whom he juſtified them be alſo glo- 
« rified, 

This proves no more, than that all who are 
* are L and ſanctified firſt. 

(e Nay, 


f 


7 * Nay, but t. Paul ſays, Te are talk. and” 


Jour Life is hid with CyrisT in Gop. When 
CaRrisT, who 1s our Life, ſhall appear, then ſhall 
ye alſo appear with him in Glory. 

- Moſt fure, if vou endure to the End. Bo- 
ſoever believeth in him to the End hall never die. 
LXXVII. But, to come more home to the 
64 Point. I ſay, this Text is fo far from milita- 
< ting againſt Perſeverance, wat it greatly eſta- 
« bliſhes it.“ 


You are very unhappy in your Choice of 
Texts to eſtabliſh . Two which 
eſtabliſh it, juſt as this does, we have ſeen al- 
ready. Now pray let us hear, how you' prove 
Perſeverance from this Text. 

600 Very eaſily. Here are two ſorts of Perſons 
« mentioned; he that lives by Faith, and he that 
&« draws back to Perdition.“ 

Nay, this is the very Queſtion. I 40 not al- 
low that two Perſons are mentioned in the Text. 
I have ſhewn, it is one and the ſame Perſon, who 

once lived by Faith, and afterwards draws back. 
Vet thus much I allow; two ſorts of Believers 
are in the next Verſe mentioned; ſome that 
draw back, and ſome that perſevere. And I al- 


low, the Apoſtle: adds, Ve are not of them who 


draw back unto Perdition. But what will you 
infer from thence ? This is ſo far from contradict- 
ing what has been obſerved before, that it mani- 
feſtly confirms it. It is a farther Proof, that there 
are thoſe who draw back unto Perdition, altho* 
theſe were not of that Number. 

« I muſt ſtill aver, that the Text is rightly 
e tranſlated : Which I prove thus. 

The original Text (Hab. ii. 4.) runs thus, 
Behold his Soul who is lifted up, is not upright in 
him; but the Fuſt ſhall live by his Faith. * 

cc Is 
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1 „ This the Seventy render Ea vTo5&Ay] ay 
* ct v . £VJ0Ket 1 xy ps &©& avlw* 0 ds dic On 
"ex Tiste ps Cnotlen. Tfa Man draw back, 
4 my Soul hath no Pleaſure in him. But the Juſt 
« ſhall live by my Faith.” (i. e. Faith in me.) 

« Now here the Man in the former Clauſe 
«© who draws back, is diſtinguiſhed from him in 
„ the following Clauſe, who lives by Faith. 

« But the Apoſtle quotes the Text from this 
« Tranſlation :” 5 | 

True; but he does not “ diftinguiſh the Man 

| « jn the former Clauſe who draws back, from 
[- « him in the latter who [ves by Faith.“ So far 


8 from it, that he quite inverts the Order of the 
IB Sentence, placing the latter Clauſe of it firſt. 
” And by this Means it comes to paſs, that altho' 
— in tranſlating this Text from the Septuagint, we 
1. muſt inſert a Han, (becauſe there is no Nomina- 
#1 tive preceding) yet in tranſlating it from the 
. Apoſti is no Need or Pretence for inſert- 
*. poſtle, there is no Need or ence for inſe 
ng it, ſeeing o Ju, - ſtands juſt before. 


Therefore ſuch an Inſertion is a palpable Violence 
to the Text ; which conſequently is not rightly 
tranſlated. 

It remains, that thoſe who live by Faith, may 
yet fall from Gop, and perith everlaſtingly. 

LXXVIII. Eightly, thoſe who are ſanctified 
by the Blood of the Covenant, may ſo fall as t 
periſh everlaſtingly. | 

For thus again faith the Apoſtle : I we ſin 
wilfully, after we have received the Knowledge 0 
the Truth, there remaineth no more Sacrifice for 
Sin; but a certain fearfull looking for of Judgment 
a and fiery Indignatien, which ſhall devour the Ad- 
8, 5 
% erſaries. He that deſpiſed Maſes Law died with- 


cut 
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dat Mercy under two or three Witneſſes.” Of how 
much fre Puniſhment ſhall be be thought worthy, 
who-hath trodden under faot the Son of Gop, and 
hath counted the Blood of the Covenant, wherewith 
he was ſanttified an unholy Thing. 

It is undeniably plain, 1. That the Perſon men- 
tioned here was once ſanctified by the Blood of 
the Covenant: 2. That he afterward by known, 
wilfull Sin, trod under Foot the Son of Gop: 
And 3. That he hereby incurred a ſorer Puniſh- 
ment than Death, namely, Death everlaſting, 
cc Nay, the immliate Antecedent to the Re- 
c lative he, is the Son of Gop. Therefore it 
Was he, not the Apoſtate, who was ſanctified, 
< (ſet apart for his prieſtly wy by the Blood 
ce of the Covenant.” 

Either you forgot to look at the Original, or 
your Memory fails. The Sen of God is not the 
immediate Antecedent to the Relative he, The 
Words run thus: Of how much ſorer Puniſhment 
ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under 
Foot the Son of (30D, x. ro aac THYS dial HN 
o ny no , E 0 nia. You ſee 
1910 apts , not &, is the immediate Antece: 
dent to the Relative he. Conſequently it is the 
Apoſtate, not the Son-of Gop, who is here fail 
to be ſanctified. 

If he was ſanctified, yet this cannot be un- 
« derſtood of inward Sanctification. Therefore 
« jt muſt mean, either, that he ſaid, he wa 
« ſanctified; or that he made an outward Profe 
4 fjon of Religion.” 

Why cannot the Word be underſtood in its 
proper, natural Senſe, of inward Sanctification! 
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ce Becauſe that is by the Spirit of Gop.”” From 
this very Conlideration it appears, that this muſt 
be underſtood of inward Sanctification: For the 
Words immediately following are, And hath done 
deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace, even that Grace, 
whereby, hz was once ſanfified. 5 
It remains, that thoſe who are ſanctified by the 
Blood of the Covenant, may yet periſh everlaſt- 


8 = 
. xx. If you imagine theſe Texts are not 
ſufficient to prove, that a true Believer may final] y 
fall, I will offer a few more to your Conſidera- 
tion, which I would beg you to weigh farther at 
your Leifure. 3 

Matt. v. 13. Ye (Chriſtians) are the Salt of the 
Earth. But if the Salt have loft its Savoaur, 
wherewith it be ſalted ? it is thenceforth good 


for nothing, but to be caft out, and trodden under 


Fort of Men, | FE 
Chap. xii. 45: When the unclean Spirit goeth out 
of a Man (as he doth out of every true Believer) 
e walketh tbro' dry Places, ſeeking reſt, and findeth 

none. Then he ſaith, I will return—and he taketh 
with him ſcuen other Spirits —and they enter in, and 
dwell there. And the laſt State of that Man is 
worſe than the fir/?. . 
ap. Xxiv. 10, &c. And then ſhall many be e 


fended, — and the Love N Gop and Man) ef 


many ſhall wax cold. But he that ſhall endure ta 

the End, the ſame ſhall be ſaved. SRO 
Ver. 45, &c. Who then is a faithfull and wiſe 

Servant, whem his Lord hath made Ruler over his 

Houſhold ? — But if that evil Servant (wiſe and 

Faithfull as he was once) /hall begin to ſinite his 

Fellow-ſervants=the —_ ſhall cut him _ 
a 


. 
and appeint him bis Portion with the Hypterice 
Apoſtates being no better than they. 
| Luke xxi. Toke heed to yourſelves (ye that be- 
lieve) leaſt at any Time your Heart be overcharged 
with Cares of this Life, ” ah ⁰ that Day come up- 
on . you. unawares. Plainly - implying, 4 other-" 
wiſe they would not be accounted Worthy to Hand 
before the Son of Man. | e 
John v. 16. Sin no more, left a worſe Thing 
(than any temporal Evil) come FA thee, 
ap. viii. 31, 32. If ye continue in my Mord, 
then are ye my Diſciples indeed. And ye ſhall know 
the Truth, and the Truth ſhall make you free. 
1 Cor. Ix, 27. I keep my Body under — left by 
any Means, when I have preached to others, 1 my. 
ſelf ſhould be a Caſtaway. 4 
1 Cor. x. 3, &c. Our Fathers did all eat the 
fame ſpiritual Meat, and did all drint the ſame 
4 1 Drink (for they drank of that "ſpiritual 
ock that followed them, and "that Rock was 
CurisT.) But with many of them Gop was not 
well- . ; for they were over-thrawn in the 
Wilders eſs —Now theſe Things were our Examples —. 
I perefore let him that thinketh he Aandeth, take 
heed left be fall. 202 
2 Cor. vi. 1. We therefore, as Workers 1s gether 


.. him, beſcech you, that ye receive not the Grace of 


op in vain, But this were impoſſible, fn none 
that ever had it, could periſh, ' 

Cal. v. 4. Ye are fallen from Grace, 

Chap. vi. 9. We ſhall reap, i we faint not. 
Therefore we ſhall not reap, if we do. 

_ It, 4: . are made Partakers of ChRIST, 
if we hold the Be innin of our Confidence ſtedſa 
unto the End, MIR YE: 4 1 * 


2 Pet, 
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2 Pat. iii. 17. Beware left ye alſa being ld 
eway with the rror N the Wide, fall from your 
_ n Maf afineſs. © 
ohn v. 8. Look to yourſelves, that we boſe 
nt the t Things which we have wrought. © 
Rev. iii. 11. Hold that faſt which thou. haſt, 


| that no Man take thy Crown. And, to conclude, 


So likewiſe ſhall my heavenly Father do alſo unto 


you, if ye from your Hearts | nat every one 


his Brother their Treſpaſſes, Matt. xviii. 35. So! 
How ? He will retract the Pardon he had given, 
and deliver you to the Tormentors. 

LXXX. Why then you make Salvation con- 


c ditional,” I make it neither conditional nor 


unconditional ; but I declare juſt what I find in 


the Bible, najahes more nor leſs; namely, that 


it is bought for every Child of Man, and actu- 
ally given to every one that believeth. If you 
call this conditional Salvation, Gop made fo 
from the Beginning of the World : And he hath 
declared it ſo to be, at ſundry Times, and in di- 
vers Manners : Of old by Moſes and the Prophets, 
and in later Times by CHR1sT and his Apoſtles, 
«Then I can never be ſaved; for I can per- 
« form no Conditions; I can do nothing.” No, 
nor I; nor any Man under Heaven, without 
the Grace of Gop. But I can do all Things thra' 
CHRIsT f/trengthening me. So can you. So can 
every Believer. And he has ftrengthened, and. 
will ſtrengthen you more and more, if you do 
not wilfully reſiſt, till you quench, his Spirit. 
LXXXI. cc Nay y, but Gop muft work irre- 
« fi/tibly in me, or I ſhall never be ſaved.” Hold! 
conſider that Word. You are again advancing a 
Doctrine which has not one plain, clear Text to 
ſupport it, I allow, GOD may poſſibly, at ſome 
G2 Times, 
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Timet, work lrreſiſtibly in ſoms Souls, I believe 


he does, But can you infer hence, that he al- 
ways works thus in all that are ſaved 1 Alas, m 


Brother, what kind of Concluſion is this = 


by what Seripture will you prove it? where, [ 
pray, is it written, that none are ſaved but by ir- 
reſiſtible Grace? By Almighty Grace, 1 grant; 
by that Power N to * all Things are 
poſſtble. But ſhew me any one plain Scriptute 
"for this, that all aing C race is irreſiſtible. 
LXXXII. But this Doctrine is not only unſup- 
ported by Scripture,” It is flatly N there- 
to. 
Ho will you reconcile it (to inſtanos j in aver 
few) with the following Text k 
Att. xxii. ver. 3, &c. Ne fone to. coll thn 
and they would not come. 
Mort vi. 5. He eould do no mighty Wink ther 
| ' becauſe of their Unbehef. 
" Luke v. 17. There wore” Phariſees, and th 
© Power of the Lord was preſent 10 heal them. 
. Nevertheleſs they were not healed in F acts as 
the Words immediately following ſhew, 
Lule vit. 29. The Phariſees and u 
made void the Counſel of GoD, again —_— 
* Luke xiii. 34. O Feruſalem, Jeruſalem, how often 
would I have gathered Toy Children, and ye would 
not, 
John vi. 63, &c. It is the Spirit that acichey 
th; the Wards that I ſpedk unto you, they an 
Spirit, But there are ſome of you that believe not, 
Therefore that Spirit did not work irreſiſtibly. 
As vii. 41 Ye ds always reſiſt the Hay Ghoſt: 
As your Fathers did, ſo do ye. 
Chap. xiii. 46. Ye put it from you, and Jucy 
 Jourſelves unwortby of eternal Lift. 2 
eh, 


[77] | 
Heb. iii. 8. While it is called to day, harden not 
your Heart. | 8 „ 

Ibid. ver. 12. Take heed left there be in any of you 
an evil Heart of Unbclief, departing from the live 
ing GoD. -- 

Heb. xii, 25. See that ye refuſe not him that 
ſpeaketh.  - 

LXXXIII. I do but juſt give you a Specimen 
of the innumerable Scriptures, which might be 
produced on this Head. And why will you ad- 


here to an Opinion not only unſupport:d by, but 


utterly contrary both to Reaſon and Scripture ? 
Be pleaſed to obſerve here alſo, that you are not 
to conſider the Doctrine of irreſiſtible Grace by 
itſelf, any more than that of unconditional Election, 
or final Perſeverance : But as it ſtands in Con- 
nexion with unconditional Reprobation, that Mill- 
ſtone which hangs about the Neck of your whole 
Hypotheſis, Bey TY 
Will you ſay, © I adhere to it, becauſe of its 


( Uſefulneſs ? wherein does that Uſefulneſs lie? 


ce it exalts Gop, and debaſes Man.” In what 
Senſe does it exalt Gop? Gop in himſelf is ex- 
alted above all Praiſe. Your meaning therefore 
I ſuppoſe is this: It diſplays to others how highly 
he is exalted; in Juſtice, Mercy, and Truth. 
But the direct contrary of this has been ſhewn at 
large: It has been ſhewn by various Conſidera- 
tions, that Gop is not exalted, but rather diſ- 
honoured, and that in the higheſt . Degree, by 
ſuppoſing him to deſpiſe the Work of his own 
Hands, the far greater Part of the Souls which 
he hath made. And as to the debaſing Man; if 
you mean, „This Opinion truly humbles the 
c Men that hold it:“ I fear it does not; I have 
not perceived (and I have had large Occaſion to 
make the Trial) that all, or even the Generfity 
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of chem that hold it, are more humble than other: 


Men. Neither, I think, will you ſay, that none 
are humble, who hold it not: So that it is nei- 


ther a neceſſary, nor a certain Means of Humility, 


And if it be ſo ſometimes, this only proves, that 


Gop can bring Good out of Evil. 

LXXXIV. The Truth is, neither this Opi- 
nion nor that, but the Love of Gop humbles 
Man, and that only. Let but this be ſhed 
abroad. in his Heart, and he abhors himſelf in 
Duſt and Afhes. As ſoon as this enters into his 
Soul, - lowly Shame covers his Face. That 
* bought, What is Gop ? what hath he done for 
me ? is immediately followed by, What am TI? 
And then he knoweth not what to do, or where 
to hide, or how to abaſe himſelf enough, before 
the great Gop of Love, of whom he now 
knoweth, that as his Majeſty is, fo is his Mercy. 
Let him who has elt this, (whatever be his 
Opinion) ſay, whether he could then take Glory 
to rpimſelf ? whether he could aſcribe to himſelf 
any Part of his Salvation, or the Glory of any good 
Word or Thought? Lean then, who will, on that 
broken Reed for Humility : but let the Love of 
Gop humble my Soul! 

LXXXV. Why this is the very Thing 
1c which recommends it. This Doctrine makes 
'« Men love Gop,” I anſwer as before: Acci- 
dentally it "may 3 becauſe Gop can draw Good 

out of Evil ut you will not fay, all who hold 


it, love Gon; fo it is no certain Means to that 
End. Nor will you ſay, that none love him who 
| hold it not. Neither therefore is it a neceſſary 

Means. But indeed when you talk at all of its 
„ making Men love Gon,“ you know not what 
you do, You lead Men into more Danger than 


you 
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you are aware of. You almoſt unavoidably 
lead them into re/fting on that Opinion: You cut 
them off from a true Dependence on the Foun- 
tain of living Waters, and ftrengthen them in 


hewing to themſelves broken Cifterns, which can 
hold no Water. 


LXXXVI. This is my grand Objection to the 
Doctrine of Reprobation, or( which is the ſame) 


unconditional Election. That it is an Error 1 
know; becauſe if this were true, the whole 


Scripture muſt be falſe. But it is not only for 


this, becauſe it is an Error, that I fo earneſtly 


oppoſe it, but becauſe it is an Error of ſo perni- 
cious Conſequences to the Souls of Men; becauſe 
it directly and naturally tends, to hinder the in- 
ward Work of Gop in every Stage of it. 6 
LXXXVII. For Inſtance. Is a Man careleſs 
and. unconcerned ? utterly dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins? Exhort him then (ſuppoſe he is of your own 
Opinion) to take ſome: Care of his immortal 
Soul. „I take care, ſays he ! what ſignifies my 
Care? why, what muſt be, muſt be. If I am 
« Ele, I muſt be ſaved: And if I am not, I 
* muſt be damned.” And the Reaſoning is as 
juſt. and ſtrong, as it is obvious and natural. It 
avails not to ſay, Men may abuſe any Doc- 
„ trine.” Sto they may. But this is not abu/ſ- 
ing yours. It is the plain, natural Uſe of it. 
The Premiſſes cannot be denied (on your Scheme) 
and the Conſequence is equally clear and undeni- 
able. Is he a little ſerious and thoughtfull now 
and then, tho' generally cold and lukewarm? 
preſs him then to ſtir up the Gift that is in him, 
to work out his own Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling. Alas, ſays he, what can I do? 
you know, Man can do nothing. If you reply, 


but 
I 


N 
but you don't de/ire Salvation. You are not 
willing to be ſaved. It may be ſo, ſays he, 
but Gop ſhall make me willing in the Day of 
his Power. So, waiting for irreſiſtible Grace, 
he falls faſter aſleep than ever. See him again, 
when he thorowly awakes out of Sleep; when 
in ſpite of his Principles, Fearfulneſs and Trem- ' 
bling are come upon him, and an horrible Dread 
| thath overwhelmed him. How then will you com- 
fort him that is well-nigh ſwallowed up of over- 
much Sorrow ? if at all, by applying the Promiſes 
of Gop. But againſt theſe he is fenced on every 
Side. Theſe indeed, ſays he, are great and pre- 
cious Promiſes. But they belong to the Elect 
only. Therefore they are nothing to me. I am 
not of that Number. And I never can be: For 
his Decree is unchangable. Has he already taſted 
of the good Word, and the Powers of the World 
to come? being juſtified by Faith hath he Peace 
with Gor? then Sin hath no Dominion over 
him. But by and by, conſidering he may fall 
 foully indeed, but cannot fall finally, he is not ſo 
Jealous over himſelf as he was at firſt. he grows 
a little and a little ſlacker, till e'er long he falls 
- again into the Sin, from which he was clean 
eſcaped. As ſoon as you perceive he is intangled 
again and overcome, you apply the Scriptures 
relating to that State. You conjure him not to 
| harden his Heart any more, leaſt his laſt State 
be worſe than the firſt. How can that be, 
„ fſays he? once in Grace, always in Grace; 
„ and I am ſure I was in Grace once, You 
„ ſhall never tear away my Shield.” So he 
. fins on, and ſleeps on, till he awakes in Hell. 


j LXXXVIII. 
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XXXVIII. The obſerving theſe melanchety 
Examples Day by Day, this dreadfull Havock, 
which the Devil makes of Souls, eſpecially of 
thoſe who had begun to run well, by Means of 
this N Doctrine, conſtrains me to op- 
pole it from the ſame Principle, whereon I labour 
to ſave Souls from Deſtruction, Nor is it ſuſi- | 
cient to 4 are there not alſo many who wre/? 
the appoſite Doctrine to their own ruQtion-? 
if there are, that is nothing to the Point in queſ- 
tion; for that is not the Caſe here. Here is no 
wre/ling at all: The Doctrine of abſolute Pre- 
deſtination gaturally leads to the Chambers of 


„ | 

NA Inſtance in qach kind bs propoſed, ond 
the Difkeence, is, ſo, broad, he that runneth may 
— it. I fay, „ CagisT: died for all, He taſt- 
„ ed Death for every Man, and he willeth all 
Men to be ſaved. mo « O, ſays an Hearer, then 
J can be ſaved, be I will ; ſo I may ſafely 
« Sin a little longer.” No; this is no Con- 
ſequence from hat I ſaid: The Words are 
Wrefied, to-infer what does not follow, You fay, 


„ CurtsT died only for the Elect: And all theſe 


* muſt and ſhall be ſaved. O, ſays an Hearer, 
% Then if I am one of the Elect, I muſt and 
„ ſhall be ſaved. Therefore I may ſafely Sin a 
little longer; for my Salvation cannot fail. 
Now this is a fair Conſequence from what you 
ſaid: The Words are not wreſted at all. No 
more is infered than what plainly and undeniabl 
follows from the Premiſies. And the very ſame 
Obſervation may be made, on every Article of 
that Doctrine. Every Branch of it, as well as 
this, (however the Wiſdom of Go may ſome- 


Umes draw Good gut of it) has a natural, genuine 


Tendency, 
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enen without 459 cd, „ kc: 'to 45 
vent or obſtruct Holineſs. 

LXXXIX. Brethren, would ye ke: fer the 
Cauſe of Gop :? I am perſuaded, ye would not. 
Think then that as ye are, ſo am P. I ſpeak. the 
Truth, before Gop, my Judge; not of thoſe 
who were trained up nen, but of thoſe who 
were lately brought over to your Opinion. Many 
of theſe have I known; but I have not known 
one in ten of all that N umber, in whom it did 
not ſpeedily work ſome of the above-named Ef- 
fects, according to the State of Soul they were 
then in. And one only have I known among 
them all, after the cloſeſt and moſt impartial Ob- 
ſervation, who did not evidently ſhew; within 
one Year, that his Heart was changed, not for 
the better, but for the worſe. 

XC. I know indeed, ye cannot ay belieye 
this. But whether ye believe it or no, you be- 
lieve, as well as I, that without Holineſs, no 
Man ſhall fee the Lord. May we not then, at 
leaſt, join in this, in declaring the Nature of in- 
ward Holineſs, and teſtifying to all the Neceſſity 
of it? May we not all thus far join, in tearing 
away the broken Reeds wherein ſo many reſt, 
without either inward or outward Holineſs, and 
which they idly truſt will ſupply its Place? As far 
as is poſſible, let us join in Aboping the Works 
of the Devil, and in ſetting up the Kingdom of 
Gop upon Earth, in promoting Righteouſneſs, 
Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 

Of whatever Opinion or Denomination we are, 
we muſt ſerve either Gop or the Devil. If we 
ſerve Gop, our Agreement is far greater, than 
our Difference. Therefore, as far as may be, 
ſetting aſide that Difference, let us unite in de- 


ſtroying 


3 


| troyin g the Works of the Devil, in bringing all 
we can, from the Power of Darkneſs, into the 
Kingdom of Gop's dear Son. And let us affiſt 
each other, to value more and more the glorious 
Grace whereby we ſtand, and daily to grow in 
dale chat Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus CHRIST. | 
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